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Situation in Europe


1 / The crisis deepens in all its dimensions

The offensive against the people continues; each summit of the European Council marks a new stage of austerity and confiscation of powers. The European fiscal treaty is the most obvious  example: it deprives national parliaments of their budgetary powers to the benefit unelected bodies and obliges states to implement austerity. Everything indicates that measures of the "banking union" will have the same characteristics. Attacks will now focus on wages, labour law, pensions and social protection systems.

The European economies are in a critical situation because of the privatization of public services and enterprises, as well as the destruction of industry and productive tools. Recession affects or threathens all euro zone countries and the public debts increases. Unemployment reached record levels and precariousness becomes the rule, throwing a growing number of citizens into uncertainty and misery, particularly women and youth. Inequalities explode and the crisis becomes humanitarian in many countries including phenomena of extreme poverty, child malnutrition, suicides and outbreaks of diseases that public health policies had made disappear.

The crisis of democracy is growing, and popular distrust as well. Setbacks of democracy and authoritarianism lead to a rise of nationalist or regionalist chauvinisms, and the breakthrough of xenophobic forces - openly fascist or neo-Nazi - working for divisions in European societies,  violently attacking migrants and minorities.

2 / Social struggles are growing

Resistance movements and experiences of national and international massive struggles are growing in the world of work. In Spain, Greece, Portugal, there are millions of citizens who have expressed their rejection of austerity. In London last week, they were 150,000. In France, 65 organizations of all types have come together to fight the fiscal compact and 80,000 people demonstrated on September 30 in Paris.
On November 14, for the first time, a joint general strike in Greece, Spain and Portugal is announced. The ETUC calls, on the same day, for solidarity actions across Europe.

3 / The Left makes progress
The year was full of hope for the left, significantly growing in several countries. Elections in Greece, Spain, France, the Netherlands and the Czech Republic recently indicated a surge of popular support for the left. We must be very attentive to anticommunists policies that are creating conditions to weaken, even ban, some of member, observer or partner parties of the EL.

4 / There is a search for dialogue spaces of all progressive forces
The upcoming period will be marked by two important actions: Florence10+10 and the construction of an "Altersummit" in Greece in spring, and the World Social Forum in Tunis in March, in which the EL is committed.
In this context, what political ambitions for the EL?

Facing the liberal consensus in Europe, it is an imperative to make the political alternative visible. Faced with the crisis of liberal solutions, new political spaces are open. We must work on the identification of the EL as the force that carries political alternative. We must act now, having in mind the Congress of the EL and the European elections in 2014.

1 / Faced with the refusal of our European Citizens' Initiative by the Commission do not give up the ambition of a European campaign
The EL chose a symbolic measure - the creation of a European public bank - to use the ECI process to begin a debate among European populations. The refusal of the Commission to register the ICE proves that the advocates of the liberal consensus are afraid of such debate. We will not give up this ambition because we know that no country can survive alone and that we must rely on popular mobilization. We will find new ways to promote the Europe we want.
2 / Making progress the proposals for the refoundation of the EU: "benchmarks" of the European Left
The Council of chairpersons proposes 4 main axes of work to lay the groundwork for the rebuilding of the EU. These axes, filled with concrete proposals and common, simple and popular slogans, would be the "EL-identity card" in all countries, a way to make visible the alternative and the party. Already several proposals have been mentionned.
· Refusal of austerity and priority to solidarity, social and ecological development
- Investment Plan to boost employment and ecological transition
-Recovery  of threatened industries and  industrial cooperation into the  public hand
-Defence and development of public services
-Workers' Unity: harmonization of social rights and wages by the top
· Refusal of dependence on financial markets and fiscal justice
- EU Summit on Debt: cancellation of a portion of the debt and a moratorium on the repayment
- European public Bank
-Changing of the statutes and the mission of the European Central Bank
- European exceptional Tax on wealth and fight against tax evasion
· Rejection of authoritarianism and rebirth of democracy and liberties
- Strengthen the powers of national and European elected assemblies
- Protecting workers' rights (strike, demonstration, unions' rights)
- Promote popular intervention in institutions and companies
· Peace and refusal of domination
- Open the debate on defence expenditures and submission to NATO
-New economic and trade relations with the rest of the world
3 / For a political and popular campaign on these lines for 2013
· Launch a campaign of the EL: organize throughout the year, meetings, debates, common poster campaign, joint calls of personalities, laws or resolutions to support these axes of rebuilding
· Propose a citizen political action, common to all countries in order to involve people, with initiatives like "votations" or petitions, which may take different forms depending on national traditions and political cultures.

4 / Share these proposals and seek convergences
In struggles:
· November 14:  a common statement and a press conference of the EL (in Catalonia?) supporting actions and participation of the EL forces to the events.
· Establish networks of solidarity of all possible forms, ensure the presence of Europeans in other countries during major mobilizations to give visibility to solidarity.
· Look for dialogue with trade union forces seeking political interlocutors
In institutions:
· Continue and strengthen cooperation of elected people of the EL in different places of power
· Build joint activities in the assemblies
· Promote spaces for dialogue between elected representatives (see the conclusions of Parlacon)

In international areas of the political left:
· Conference of the Mediterranean left
· São Paulo Forum

In social movements:
· Share our proposals at Florence10+10
· Help the building of the Altersummit
· Participate the WSF in Tunis
