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Introduction 
There was a general buzz followed by the ADP draft and conclusion of the SBI and SBSTA on 
Monday. There are contradictions in how the draft has been welcomed, but mostly it has been 
seen as “better than nothing”. The high-level meetings started today, so several ministers arrived in 
Warsaw, as well as the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. Negotiations will take a different turn 
for the last days of the COP. 
 
Gender Day 
Today at the COP19 was the “Gender Day”. Gender issues have been first addressed at the 
COP18, last year, which means only 18 years after the first Conference of the Parties. However, 
it’s common knowledge that women are disproportionately affected by climate change impacts, 
such as droughts, floods and other extreme weather events, and that they have a critical role in 
combating climate change. The COP18 made the decision to promote gender balance and 
improve the participation of women in UNFCCC negotiations. Parties also pledged to linked gender 
issues to climate issues (adaptation, mitigation, finance,...). The report delivered on gender 
representation doesn’t bring major surprises: women are underrepresented in almost all UNFCCC 
bodies, especially the higher bodies. Let’s note however that the Executive Secretary, Christiana 
Figueres, is a woman, hurray! The draft conclusion to address these issues is unfortunately rather 
empty. 
Several events were held today about Gender issues at the COP, most notably the Gender and 
Climate Change: Vision 50/50 event were several well-known women gave a speech. Youth also 
had the chance to express their view through the YOUNGO representative. 
 
#WeStandWithYou 
The opening session of COP19 was marked by the poignant speech of the Philippines Head of 
Delegation Yeb Saño after his country was devastated by Typhoon Haiyan. To show their support, 
more than 600,000 people from all around the world signed an online petition in just a few days. 
Today, Yeb Saño delivered the petition along with Avaaz, 350.org and YOUNGO. “This is a call, 
once and for all, to take ambitious steps to address climate change, which is now affecting lives 
and livelihoods” Saño said before heading to the plenary with the signatures. 
To show your support to the Philippines, you can spread the #WeStandWithYou call and attend or 
organize an event: 350.org/vigils. 
 
Finance 
Today, negotiations on financing stood very still. Nothing new has been put on the table. However, 
there have been some interesting news. Development organization Diakonia have presented a 
study showing how much each EU Member State should pay for climate financing in order to reach 
the target of $ 100 billion annually by 2020. The calculation is based on countries' current GDP and 
emissions. The result was that Germany should account for 20 percent of the funding while both 
Britain and France end up at 13 percent.  



Also today, the ODI reported that pledges through multilateral climate funds have fallen by 71% in 
2013.  
Japan so far pledged to pay 16 billion in Green Climate Fund ($ 100 billion/year), which will mainly 
be loans, so not direct finance. Norway will pay approximately $ 1.6 million, but this might be only 
shifting of official development aid. There is also a fight about how to give this money away. 
G77/China took the position to make 50/50 according to mitigation and adaptation. The EU took off 
the record a position against it as the have said money is nearly only requested for mitigation.  
Furthermore, as the Green Climate Fund had only fast-start finance from 2010-2013 ($ 30 billion all 
in all) there is now a gap until 2020. Now G77 proposed a text, which basically says that want to 
have mid-term finance ($ 40 billion in 2014, $ 50 billion in 2015 and $ 60 billion in 2016).  
The YOUNGO together with several development NGO’s also made an action today about finance. 
The message was: Where is the finance? - WTF?  

 

 
 
Clean Development Mechanism 
The Clean Development Mechanism is part of the Kyoto-Protocol and it basically allows 
industrialized countries to offset (non-domestic reduction of emissions) in developing countries. 
Currently, it is hardly discussed, as the new commitment of the Kyoto-Protocol (which is still not in 
force, as it is not ratified by enough countries) delivers the opportunity to change this mechanism. 
The biggest fight is being played out between EU and Brazil. Brazil is pushing for more possibilities 
for local governments to engage the process of establishing CDM-project , but only on a voluntary 
basis connected with no general and standardized guidelines and the EU is pushing for the 
opposite. Furthermore, some countries are trying to implement forest-projects, which are basically 
part of another mechanism and have much bigger problems than the Clean Development 
Mechanism. 
 
Decision making procedure 
§41 and §42 of the UNFCCC’s Internal Rules of Procedure defines the voting procedure inside the 
UNFCCC. This position has never been agreed on, it is only seen as adopted, and the principle of 
consensus is being applied. But at the last COPs, it happened that these principles have been 
ignored. Some Parties objected to different texts, but the Chair ignored them, so there are 
discussions about this procedure ongoing.  



There is the proposal of Mexico and New Guinea, which suggests to have a consensus principle 
on financial issues, but a ¾ majority vote on everything else. Today, Saudi-Arabia proposed to 
have directly the opposite: ¾ vote on financial issues and consensus on everything else. This 
could bring a move into the financial discussions. 
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