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Call for members of International Prep Team

Cooperation and Development Network Eastern Europe (www.cdnee.org) is announcing a call for 
members of the international preparatory group (prep team) of the seminar « Read Between The 
Lines! Media Education, Freedom of Expression and Youth Participation ». This project will 
take place from 22nd to 29th of  April  2012 in  Turkey.  It  is  so far financially  supported by the 
European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe and by Green Forum Sweden.

The call

This call is open for applicants coming from any Council of Europe member state, Belarus or 
Kazakhstan. Prep team applicants should be interested in the topics of this event, willing to take 
active part in the preparations, implementation and follow up of the project and be available to 
take part in the preparatory meeting in March 2012 in Turkey as well as in the seminar itself.

It is to the applicant's advantage (but not a condition) to have a green organisational background 
and experience with the topics of the event. Considering that this is a youth event, the members 
of the prep team will not be younger than 18 and older than 35. The selection of the prep team 
will be done by the Executive Committee of CDN by 6th of February 2012.

DEADLINE for  submitting  the  application  (filled  in  applications  form attached  to  the  call)  to 
office@cdnee.org is 31st of January 2012.

Role of the prep team

The prep team will  take the responsibility  for  development,  coordination,  implementation and 
reporting of  all  the program and technical  activities related to the project.  Their  work will  be 
supported by CDN office, project host organisation Turkish Young Greens, and the Executive 
Committee of CDN. It is expected that the preparations of the event will start on 10 th of February. 
During the preparatory period the prep team will be in regular communications via e-mail, several 
phone conferences will be organised based on the need of the team and a prep team meeting will 
take place approximately one month prior to activity start at the location of the event. The follow-
up of the event will be coordinated by the prep team between April and June 2012.

Preparatory meeting

During the meeting the prep team will prepare all documents needed: the program of the event, 
readers for the participants on the topic, an information sheet about the host country, general 
conditions  and  requirements,  a  list  of  group  building  games  that  will  be  used  and  a  list  of 
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energizers for the mornings.  Special  attention will  be on the good methods for handling and 
integrating a big group (we are aiming at 40 participants from different countries). All technical  
issues (travelling, arrival/departure, accommodation and food, meeting rooms, material) will be 
discussed and decided at this meeting.  Decision on lecturers/trainers that  will  be invited and 
selection of  participants will  be mostly done through e-communications,  though we will  make 
definite choice while we are together at the prep meeting. The international prep team should 
consist of up to 5 people. All travel and lodging costs of prep team members, connected to event  
preparation and realisation, will be covered by the organisers.

Project information

This seminar will aim to raise greater awareness and a better understanding of issues related to 
freedom of expression, transparency, democracy, pluralism and youth participation, in today's 
diverse European societies. It will promote youth participation and critical reflection on the media 
discourses  vis-à-vis  existing  social  realities  and  the  everyday life  of  young people  and  their 
communities.

Aims

 to improve access of youth to the public space and increase possibilities of young people 
in shaping their societies

 to reinforce the respect and awareness of human rights as a prerequisite for participatory, 
transparent and pluralist democracy

 to halt the propagation of stereotypes and other public discourses that stigmatise and 
marginalise/exclude certain social groups

Objectives

 to examine what freedom of expression is and why it is important
 to consolidate freedom of expression as a fundamental human right for a participatory,  

transparent and pluralist democracy
 to raise awareness about relevant legal frameworks, such as the extent and limits of 

Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights
 to empower youth to actively ensure that no one is deprived of the right to free speech
 to provide tools for youth to critically analyze information flow and media in its various 

forms
 to identify what kinds of values are spread in the media, such as gender, family, cultural,  

ethnic, religious, economic and political values, and who has an interest in spreading 
those values
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 to  explore the relationship  between civil  society,  the  private  sector,  state  actors  and 
media

 to stress the importance of youth participation in public discussions and different phases 
of decision-making processes, such as elections

 to encourage youth to challenge dominant narratives in creative and constructive ways

Methodology and planning

We will combine principles and methodologies of non-formal education in the youth field, human 
rights  education,  and  education  to  democratic  citizenship,  intercultural  learning,  and  media 
education.  In  practice,  this  means  lectures,  workshops,  discussion  groups,  panel  debates, 
educational games, role play, and other interactive and reflection-provoking methods. We want 
participants to be inspired, to explore new perspectives, and to experience and practice what we 
are learning.  We will  put  focus on personal development, learning in groups,  and interactive,  
participatory and experimential learning.
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