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Complete list of workshop description (date: 01 June 2011) 
 

Title  Description  Organiser  

Thursday, 08/09/2011 - Trainings: 15.00-19.00 / Wor kshops: 17.00-19.00 

Debate contest 

Do you want to see the future Green generation in action? Come and let yourself be blown away by 
upcoming young debaters. The European Green Party gives a platform to 32 young and motivated 
Green activists. In several debating rounds our jury hopes to find the Green Cicero. For more 
information and applications for the contest please contact Neel Eerdekens at the European Green 
Party: neel.eerdekens@europeangreens.org. 
Training from 15.00-19.00h. 

European Green 
Party 

Moving Messages: Communicating 
with video 

Participants will learn how to make a short political video, moving from coming up with the idea to 
distributing it via YouTube. Participants will be organised into small groups for the training, and each 
group will produce one video. There will be approximately five groups. 
The training session will produce a series of short videos on YouTube , which might be organised into 
a group. Primarily though, this is not an awareness raising event, but an ‘internal’ training session. 
Training from 15.00-19.00h. 

European Green 
Party 

Creative Political Writing 

Do you sometimes struggle finding the right tone for your articles? Do you know how to write for the 
internet? Or do you want to learn how to effectively reach your audience with your green message? 
Sign up for our workshop on creative political writing. You will learn tips and tricks how to improve 
your political writing for different media, and how to shape your message for a green audience. A 
professional writing coach will help you with your efforts to write your best political piece ever. 
Participants should bring their own laptop. 
Training from 15.00-19.00h. 

European Green 
Party 

Climate Change negotiations – The 
Game! 

UNFCCC? COP? As a Green you probably already heard about these abbreviations, but what do 
they mean? What is done on these COP meetings? The European Green Party organises a 
workshop in which everything will be become clear. In a playful way we will let you discover what 
happens at the COP meetings. What is at stake in Dubane in December? Who are the hardest nuts 
to crack at these meetings? We will hear all this and a lot more from people that were at the COP 
meetings. Last but not least we will simulate the climate negotiations... by playing a game! For more 
information please contact Neel Eerdekens (neel.eerdekens@europeangreens.org). 
Training from 15.00-19.00h. 

European Green 
Party 
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Social Media Training for Green 
Campaigners 

The workshop will provide a training in the use of social media for green campaigners (on any 
organisational level). Focus will be on live coverage (twitter, webstreaming etc.) with a hands-on 
approach. It will consist of 3 parts: 
1) Introduction to social media tools (optional, depending on prev. expertise of participants) 
2) Case studies and problem solving. 3 (or 4 if the first part is not needed) successful green online 
campaigns will be presented. Then, participants will be given a concrete case where an online 
campaign was needed to meet a communication challenge. They will have 10 min each in small 
groups to come up with a solution. Then the actual solution (and its measurable effects) will be 
presented and discussed in light of the other ideas.  
3) Practical training in online reporting (webstreaming, microblogging) and set-up of teams to cover 
the Summer University on the website and on social media platforms using basic equipment 
(smartphones, laptops) only. We will draft a communication plan and schedule coverage of the 
workshops/plenaries/activities with small video/text reports, flash interviews, etc. 
Training from 15.00-19.00h. 

European Green 
Party 

Trans-border transport in 
Frankfurt/Oder and Slubice 

Frankfurt/Oder and Słubice- two cities, in their shape actually forming one, but being divided by the 
missing link of efficient means of transport. 
We want to discuss how public trans-border transport between the two cities can be intensified. What 
would be the best solution: A new tram? A bus line? A combination of both? Bikes? What about ferry 
connections? What can we afford? 
We need a concept of 'soft mobility' that suits the needs of the inhabitants of the polish-german city 
and emphasizing mobility without remaining at the stage that individually used cars are the overall 
solution. When discussing the different solutions, priority should be given to pedestrians and cyclists. 
Already existing train connections and concepts as bike- and car sharing will also be considered. 
We will learn from experts joining us from Świnoujście/ Swinemünde, where cooperation between 
different transport associations (Verkehrsverbünden) is already reality. We await expertise also from 
the best practice region "Dreieckland" at the border between France and Germany, as this is a 
special example facing the situation as the Frankfurt/Oder-Słubice city, with several bridges and the 
division by a river. 
The workshop will include stakeholders from all branches being affected by discussions on transport.  
Workshop from 17.00-19.00h. 

Michael Cramer 
MEP,  Committee on 
Transport and 
Tourism  
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A challenge for EU Security and 
Defence Policy: Somalia and Piracy  

The idea is to inform people regarding the two EU CSDP missions ATALANTA and EUTM, evaluate 
the security and humanitarian situation, and to discuss possible alternative or complementary EU 
actions. The issue is not only important because the two main EU military operations focus on 
Somalia, but also because piracy is close to the "point of no return" according to the UN Special 
Representative on Piracy and Somalia, Jack Lang. There is the risk of piracy becoming a huge 
market for pirates and mercenaries alike. But also the risk of severe threats to world economy and the 
free circulation of goods. 
Workshop from 17.00-19.00h. 

Reinhard Bütikofer 
MEP, Subcommittee 
on Security and 
Defence  

Youth for Democracy  

Since 2006 FYEG has been active in the Mediterranean region, with the creation of “Falafel”, a 
network for green and progressive NGOs and youth organisations from around the EUROMED area. 
The recent political developments with the clear and visible involvement of young people in the 
uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt have confirmed this choice of emphasis on democracy. A growing 
number of young people from the region are becoming interested in Green politics as a solution for 
more democratic societies and see sustainable economic models as a serious option for their 
countries' development.  
The aim of this workshop is to provide the opportunity to listen to young voices from the region in 
order to learn more about their way of looking at the challenges they face. The question of democracy 
and civil liberties in the region will probably remain on the agenda for quite some time and our 
workshop also presents the opportunity for everyone to mingle and network with green players from 
the region. 
Workshop from 17.00-19.00h. 

Federation of Young 
European Greens 

Socio-economic Green Ideas for 
Central Europe  

A divide between "new" and "old" Europe is not only a political, but a historical, social, cultural and 
economical one. Different experiences made societies in the new European EU-Member states 
pursue short-term, materialist gains and polarised them due to reforms implemented during the 
transformation from communism to capitalism.. Ideas coming from Western Europe do not always 
take the specific context of Central and Eastern Europe on the spot into consideration. Much more 
focus should be on analyzing these differences, as well as the differences between countries in 
Central and Eastern Europe. How can this obstacle be removed? How should an ideal, economic and 
social policy look like in the countries of the region and what are the difficulties in implementing such 
policies? 
Workshop from 17.00-19.00h. 

Zieloni 2004  (Polish 
Greens) 
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Slow Food: How to make a change 
with food 

Our generation realises that the current food system has come to a point where drastic change is 
needed in order to protect our future. The current food system is exploitative, unhealthy and 
unsustainable. Though the effects differ from country to country, the Youth Food Movement connects 
projects across the world, creating a stronger, unified voice able to promote the ideals of Slow Food 
and change the future of our food and farming. A workshop on slow food cooking would provide a 
way to address the way people look at food. Fast food is everywhere and people don't know what it is 
they are eating. Food is one of the essentials in the world and should be seen as a value in life. 
Sustainability is often the last thing people think about when they eat. This workshop wants to provide 
a creative opportunity to deal with food.   
Workshop from 17.00-19.00h. 

Bas Eickhout MEP, 
Committee on the 
Environment, Public 
Health and Food 
Safety  
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Friday, 09/09/2011 - Workshop slot 1: 10.00-11.30 

Harvesting the opportunities of CAP 
reform: for sustainable agriculture 
everywhere and vibrant rural 
communities and economies  

In the current CAP reform process, we have a great opportunity to radically improve the politics of 
food and land use. Agriculture is a hot topic because it affects other sectors and policy areas such as 
environment, economy, health, quality of life, international trade, relations with developing countries, 
the right to food, animal welfare, etc. Understanding this multidimensional aspect is essential in order 
to find solutions and maintain/create sustainable food production and supply systems as long-term, 
viable alternatives to input heavy, industrial-style farming and centralised distribution environmentally 
and socially damaging, poor quality food.  
How can the CAP be reformed to respond better to - and provide answers for - the challenges of 
climate change, social inequality, increased resource scarcity and degraded soil, water resources and 
biodiversity? How can we make sure farmers can keep on farming, and obtaining a decent income 
from what they produce? Can we achieve a paradigm shift in our systems to ensure long term food 
security while contributing to rather than damaging environmental quality?  
The other key area of the reform puzzle is rural development and the territorial approach: how can we 
stimulate a renaissance of rural areas, creating and maintaining vibrant rural communities, and make 
rural areas attractive for citizens to live and work? How can we shift from a dominance of centralised 
and extractive economic models, where the value is sucked out of rural areas, to models of localised 
economies, keeping added value in the territories? How do we foster short production and supply 
chains, optimise links between producers and consumers, between rural and urban, so that people 
know where their food is coming from and farmers have fair remuneration for their work? How can we 
mainstream all the good examples which are working to the benefit of rural communities?  
We shall briefly outline the process and timeframe of the CAP reform. Then after brief introductions 
from the speakers/moderators, we will gather ideas and discuss measures that can be undertaken, 
and examples of good practice already taking place, to find practical solutions to the above questions. 
We will conclude with how we can bring about these solutions, including demands for reform and 
what citizens' groups are achieving so far in popular movements for positive change, and also how 
citizens and communities have empowered themselves to create their own solutions. 

Martin Häusling MEP, 
Member of the 
Committee for 
Agriculture 

Digital Divide – Access to the Internet 
as a Human Right?  

The workshop will address various current issues around internet access, including the digital divide 
between developed and developing countries, but also within Europe; threats to cut off internet 
access for filesharers; increasing attempts to filter and regulate network traffic by the access 
providers; political censorship. We will then discuss if internet access can and should be considered a 
fundamental right, and look at emerging campaigns as well as case law around this. 

Jan Philipp Albrecht 
MEP, Committee on 
Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs  
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Uprising in North Africa & Arabia: 
Consequences for European refugee 
and migration policy 

Establishing the freedom within the European Union confronts the EU with the problem of its external 
borders and the need to safeguard them. Indeed, Europe’s emergent border regime with ever stricter 
visa policies, tighter border controls, the border agency Frontex and the (partial) externalisation of 
responsibilities have earned the EU the ungainly title “Fortress Europe”. What are the consequences  
of the current events in Libya and the other Arabian states? 

Heinrich-Böll-
Foundation Berlin, 
Mekonnen Mesghena 

Priorities and building block of an EU 
Green industrial policy 

Is there such a thing as Green Industrial Policy? Or: should there be? In the context of EU strategies 
such as the EU 2020 Strategy, the Resource Efficiency Strategy and the Raw Materials Initiative, 
"green growth", "resource efficient economy" or "low carbon economy" are starting to become 
household concepts. Where do they overlap with our Green New Deal and where do they pursue 
quite different perspectives? In the Green Group we're working on developing our own concepts for a 
European industrial policy. But among Green parties this hasn't really been at the top of any agenda 
so far. We should start changing that. 
Industrial policy is concerned with the hardware of an innovative, green transformation of our 
economies. There are many fundamental questions to be answered like: Is there really a division we 
should make between old and new industries? Is industrial strength helpful or harmful for a green 
transformation? How can we successfully make industry a partner for a green economy? 
And there are many practical questions, too. Where the rubber hits the road, what can Greens offer? 
What priorities and measures should the Greens advocate to turn our own concepts into the practice 
of industry? 
To ensure that energy and resource efficiency are at the basis of a European industrial renewal, a 
coherent and articulated Green Industrial Policy must be developed, not only to addressing the large 
industrial players but especially taking care of the realities of SMEs. 
Come and help us MAKE IT!  

Reinhard Bütikofer 
MEP, Subcommittee 
on Security and 
Defence  

Do Greens care about equality?  

with Richard Wilkinson, co-author of the bestseller  book "The Spirit Level"   
"Please don't touch the Bankers bonuses. They are needed to make the financial industry remain 
competitive and to make the economy function. And anyway, sooner or later, this money will all 
trickle-down so it will benefit the poor as well".1 This sounds familiar to you? But yet you are not 
convinced that the "business as usual" model is optimal... Neither are we!  Oh really? Why would 
Greens care about this anyway? Aren't they all about birds, biking and organic food? Well, since we 
live on a finite planet, maybe there are fundamental choices to be made, going beyond the food we 
eat or the holiday we take. Maybe equality is not only a question of justice but also an environmental 
imperative... 
This workshop will be the perfect place to discuss this essential, but nowadays taboo, question of 
equality. We will have the great honour to debate with Richard Wilkinson, whose book (The Spirit 
Level. Why Equal Societies Almost Always Do Better, with Kate Pickett) has been a big - yet 
controversial - success. With figures and arguments, he will demonstrate why and how more equal 
societies succeed better than others in ensuring health, happiness, social cohesion, etc. We will then 

Philippe Lamberts 
MEP, Committee on 
Economic and 
Monetary Affairs 
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throw these ideas into the debate, looking in particular at whether they fit or not with a green 
approach of society. We will have the opportunity to touch upon various questions and propositions 
such as maximum salary, financial transaction tax, access to education, ecological debt, etc. Finally, 
we will end on a more concrete tone by brainstorming - with the help of specialists - on how to make 
equality happen in our everyday lives.  
1 This quote and this workshop description are the responsibility of the organisers and not of the book's author. 

Project visit 
 
Biketour in the region 

We will cycle together wit the ADFC (German cycle club) around Frankfurt. Places that are connected 
to interesting development in infrastructure and traffic will be on our agenda. 
Friday 9.00-14.00h. 

Michael Cramer 
MEP,  Committee on 
Transport and 
Tourism  

Project visit 
 
Lignite Mining in Brandenburg  

What it is about:  
- Lusatia (Lausitz), 50 km away from Frankfurt (Oder), is famous for its beautiful landscape but 
unfortunately also for its decades of lignite mining. Currently Vattenfall, a Swedish state owned 
company, mines lignite in four places - some of them located in FFH (EU protected) areas. 
Jänschwalde power plant, which supplies energy to these mines, has the highest CO2 emissions in 
the EU. 
- So far more then 30.000 people have had to leave their homes and 136 villages and settlements 
have been razed to the ground because of lignite mining.  
- Even though the state of Brandenburg does not need the present output of lignite mining for its own 
energy supply, the Ministry of Economics is looking for five new potential sites for further 
development. The result: 30 further villages would have to be destroyed and their inhabitants 
resettled in order to secure the supply of 40 million tons of lignite annually for another 50 years.  
 
Spots to see:  
We will go to the edge of destruction:  
1. stop: visitor platform Grießen, where you have an impressive view of the lignite mines and the 
village Horno that has been destroyed, as well as villages which are now living at the edge of this 
destruction 
2. stop: Kerkwitz, a village that is planned to be destroyed. 
We will be meeting local people and the local administration who are fighting against the destruction 
of their villages  
Trip:  
- Friday, Sep 9th, 9.00 - 14.00 hours 
- going by bus from Frankfurt/Oder to the different spots 
- Thematic input during the tour 
 
Organisation & Information:  
- meeting point: in front of the Viadrina University main entrance 
- Lunch: will be provided during the tour 

Grüner 
Landesverband 
Brandenburg 
(Federal Greens 
Berlin-Brandenburg) 
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Project visit 
 
Solar-cluster tour: Renewable 
energies and green jobs 

Frankfurt/Oder is a model example of a cluster region for solar energy production. A region in 
difficulties has reinvented itself based on green policies and innovation and has managed to exploit 
the full economic and job potential of renewable energies combining innovation, research, 
infrastructure and economic growth.  
 ‘First Solar’ and ‘Odersun’ are producing solar cells and modules that are exported world-wide and 
they exemplify how the German renewable energy law from 1998 (German EEG) has allowed 
companies to create green jobs. The visit of the two companies will give the opportunity to grasp the 
huge job potential in renewable energies and to get an understanding of the necessary framework 
conditions that are needed in order to attract companies to invest into these new green jobs. How did 
the region manage the transition so successfully that by today the potential of the renewable energy 
industry is successfully exploited, widely acknowledged and support by the population at large?   
The Tour is designed for 50 participants and will take place between 9.30am and 14.30pm (meeting 
place: Viadrina). Lunch boxes will be served on the bus.  
- connected with a workshop  

Elisabeth Schroedter 
MEP, Vice-Chair of 
the Committee on 
Employment and 
Social Affairs  

Project visit 
 
Biomass Energy: A Blessing or a 
Curse? 

More and more cultivable land in Germany is used to grow raw materials. Today, already three 
percent of the energy supply in Germany is covered through Biogas. However, this boom of biogas is 
also causing problems, as maize cultivation has sharply increased in many regions and the 
agricultural use of many areas was intensified.    
 
Where do we go?  
Just north of Frankfurt (Oder), there are three different biogas plants in three neighbouring villages. 
These plants produce energy though different substrata, using different methods to extract methane. 
After the visit of the biogas plants there will be a discussion round in the Ökospeicher in Wulkow.  
 
The tour is designed for 50 participants and will take place between 9am and 14pm (meeting place: 
Viadrina). Lunch boxes will be served on the bus.   

Grüne 
Landtagsfraktion 
Brandenburg  
(Greens in the 
Federal Parliament of 
Brandenburg) 
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Saturday, 10/09/2011 - Workshop slot 2: 11.15-13.00  

Europe - Think Social! 

People across the EU want answers from European level to their concerns and fears. And most of 
all, people want a social Europe, a European Union that ensures social inclusion and anti-
discrimination, that ensure decent work for all and fights the levelling down of social standards. The 
economic crisis and the current debates on the recovery packages have raised questions about the 
impact economic policy will have on social systems across the EU. This workshop will provide the 
space to Think Social! The aim is to ensure that the social dimension is considered across the topics 
that will be debated in the summer university. We cannot talk about promoting a greener economy 
without thinking about the social consequences, decent working conditions in new sectors, the 
integration of young and old in the labour market. We cannot talk about economic governance 
without ensuring that the impacts on member states social systems are considered. Finding answers 
to social challenges such as high levels of poverty, demographic change, increased global 
competition, a transformation of our economies, challenges to service provision in the EU etc will be 
key for the EU to make it rather than break it.  

Elisabeth Schroedter 
MEP, Vice-Chair of the 
Committee on 
Employment and Social 
Affairs  

Green Patriotism  

The effect of the differences between the Western and Eastern cultures is that the green parties of 
the East operate in a completely different matrix. Together with the growth of the eastern Greens, the 
topic will be raised more often. Context: In relation to the cosmopolitanism and patriotism We will ask 
the following questions – Can a patriot be a cosmopolitan? Reflection on the beginnings of 19th 
century concepts. Local business vs. corporate, how to address the topic, historical identities raising 
their voice (case of Silesia), does patriotism necessarily have to been right-wing? How to use the 
tensions around the topic? The recent debate around multiculturalism in Western Europe could be 
raised - does patriotic necessarily mean xenophobic? Does fighting for self-determination (i.e. 
gender, ethnic identity) has to be in conflict with patriotism - and how to create European, active 
citizens, and popularise an idea of a "political nation" rather than an "ethnic nation" in Central 
Europe? 

Zieloni 2004  (Polish 
Greens) 

China's way of greening: Implications 
for Europe and the European industry to be announced 

Reinhard Bütikofer MEP, 
Subcommittee on 
Security and Defence  
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European Charter for Equality of 
Women and Men in Local Life 

The European Charter for Equality of Women and Men in Local Life (EC) is addressed to the local 
and regional governments of Europe, who are invited to sign it, to make a formal public commitment 
to the principle of equality of women and men. The aim of the workshops is to train participants so 
that they can lobby for the implementation of the Charter.  
Discussed will be strategies to recognize and combat discrimination and gender stereotypes in 
economic, social, cultural terms. Participants will be provided with appropriate strategies to promote a 
balanced representation and participation of women and men in all spheres of decision-making. 
Presented will be various examples of cooperation with NGOs and local authorities as regards 
lobbying for the implementation of the EC. Plan of the Workshop: 
1. Introduction into the principles and general goals of EC [20 min] 
-  Discussion of the process of EC implementation in the European Union – current state 
- Collecting the rationale for the implementation of the EC  
o Theoretical introduction – idea behind the EC 
o discussion of experiences of other countries, influence and changes brought by the EC  
2. Strategies of combating discrimination and raising of social awareness, as well as of building 
support for the EC – representatives of “WAGA” will describe their projects in Gdańsk (“Ticket to 
Equality”, conference on the EC, “Gdańsk Civil Initiative”) and show the film recorded during 
campaigns, with statements of local activists. Members of “WAGA” will discuss the outcome and 
strategies for lobbying applied in Gdańsk.[20 min]  
3. Implementation of gender equality by local authorities on the basis of experiences of councillors of 
Zieloni 2004 – policies, challenges and prospects [20 min] 
4. Work in group: mapping of discrimination (by sectors and regions) – controlled discussion [15 min] 
5. Open discussion - how to create synergy between local authorities and NGOs for the 
implementation of the EC. [Participants and Panellists, 30 min] 

Zielony Instytut (Polish 
Green foundation) 

Access to knowledge and the building 
of a knowledge society  

Access to knowledge, a topic linked with economic development, social justice and intellectual 
property, is a growing movement in our society. With the emergence of new phenomenons such as 
Wikipedia, online newspapers or the digitisation of books, this workshop aims at presenting the main 
debates in link with this movement.   

Sandrine Bélier, Helga 
Trüpel MEP 

Training for Activists: Creative Political 
Actions 

Street actions, political activism and civil obedience are important pillars for the green/social 
movement. The latest mobilisation against nuclear power in Germany is one example for that. We 
wanted to present a workshop that involves the participants! A trainer will present new knowledge 
about creative protest, performances, blockades etc. and we will have an exchange views and 
experience with people from all over Europe.  

Ska Keller MEP, 
Committee on 
Development  
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The European Labour Migration Quiz & 
Debate - Test your prejudices 

Labour migration is currently showing a flow from the East to the West. Millions of migrants from 
Poland and other Central and Eastern European countries are working in Western Europe, while 
Ukrainians find jobs in Poland. These movements cause controversies. Are the migrants stealing 
jobs from nationals of host countries? Are they pressing down wages? Will they settle for good with 
their families? Will they become a burden for the welfare state? Is a tragedy of failed integration in 
the making, since EU migrants cannot even be obliged to learn the language of the country where 
they settle? 
Quiz: We will start this workshop with a quiz on the main facts and figures, to test your prejudices!  A 
panel of experts from science, trade unions, temp agencies and the ILO will clarify the answers. 
Debate:  After that, the panel will discuss whether the current EU rules are sufficient to prevent 
exploitation, discrimination and marginalization of labour migrants. Should the older EU countries lift 
the remaining restrictions for Rumanian and Bulgarian workers as soon as possible? Are the lessons 
from intra-EU migration useful for the debate on (circular) migration from outside the EU? 

Judith Sargentini MEP, 
Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs  

GMOs in Europe: What's up? 

Genetically modified organisms (GMOs) are a hot topic in current EU policies. The Commission has 
come forward with a proposal to "renationalise" the decision of GMO cultivation, the risk assessment 
is under review, the 0-tolerance policy towards unauthorised GMOs is under attack, seed thresholds 
are being discussed, and many new varieties are awaiting authorisation (thereof 17 for cultivation). 
The aim of the workshop is to provide an overview on what's going on at EU level and to share 
information between participants from different Member States. A main focus will be put on the 
Commission proposals from July 2010, which are lively discussed in the Member States and in the 
EU Parliament. Another main issue will be the demand to introduce a "contamination threshold" in 
seeds, which might soon result in a legislative proposal. The workshop will include input 
presentations by NGOs and EU Parliamentarians, and permit exchange between the participants. 

Martin Häusling MEP, 
Member of the 
Committee for Agriculture 

“The Other Chelsea": Film and 
discussion about corruption, politics 
and the true love of football.  With film-
maker Jakob Preuß  

Who is not familiar with the legendary British football club Chelsea? Although this workshop does 
revolve around the beautiful game, it is not about England. “The Other Chelsea” is a witty and 
sensitive documentary about life in Eastern Ukraine, the oligarch Achmetov and his football club, coal 
mining and the people of the Donetsk region. Film-maker Jakob Preuß has created a portrait that will 
delight more than just football fans and strain the laughter muscles of his viewers. It is about politics, 
corruption, power, the Ukrainian theory of colour after the Orange Revolution and a society drifting 
ever farther apart. We plan to discuss all of that with director and football player Jakob Preuß and 
other guests.  
The film will be shown with a German-language audio translation and subtitles in English. The 
discussion to follow will be held in two languages (De/Eng). 
 - Jakob Preuß will play in the football match on S aturday 13-15h!  

Werner Schulz MEP, 
Vice-Chair of the 
Delegation to the EU-
Russia Parliamentary 
Cooperation Committee  
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A Green-print for Financial Regulation 

The finance industry is often considered too technical for non-professionals and this has led to an 
over-representation of the industry's interests in EU legislation and a lack of civil society involvement.  
The aim of the workshop is to promote awareness of this important part of the global economy by 
presenting, in a non-technical manner, the Green view on  
1) the social function of finance  
2) principles of how to ensure sustainable fulfilment of that function with respect to not only the 
provision of services to consumers but also broader economic, social justice and environmental 
objectives  
3) how these principles relate to positions of Greens in the EP to proposed legislation and  
4) issues that remain to be addressed   

David Kemp, advisor to 
the Greens/EFA group in 
the EP for the Committee 
on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs 



 
Complete list of workshop descriptions-7-06-2011 

13 

 
Title  Description  Organiser  

Saturday, 10/09/2011 - Workshop slot 2: 15.00-16.45  

The relations of the West with the Arab 
World 10 years after 9/11 

On the podium of this workshop:   Dr. Gunter Pleuger, German ambassador to the United Nations  
from 2002-2006 and current president of the  European University Viadrina, Norman Birnbaum, 
emeritus professor at the Georgetown University Law Center, and Cem Özdemir, co-chairman of the 
German Green party Bündnis 90/Die Grünen  

Organiser: Barbara 
Lochbihler MEP, Chair of 
the Iran delegation; 
Subcommittee on Human 
Rights 

European Lists at the coming 
European Elections 

The voting system of the European Parliament has been an awkward problem since the first direct 
elections of the European Parliament in 1979. First of all there was the question of proportional 
representation. The solution at this stage can’t be considered as really satisfactory. Even more 
substantial is the question of European lists. The introduction of European lists submitted by the 
European parties will facilitate the necessary change of the current mode of the European election 
system with 27 parallel national elections and national candidates, towards one truly pan-European 
election. Those lists will foster the emergence of a European public opinion and result in a European 
Parliament, whose members are responsible not to a national, but to the European public.  
European lists have been on top of the wish list of European federalists since long. At the moment, a 
new attempt from inside the European Parliament is on its way, proposing that 25 additional seats of 
the European Parliament be elected from European lists. In light of the long history of failed efforts it 
seems unrealistic to expect that the actual advance could be successful without support from outside 
the Parliament.  
The aim of this workshop is to clarify the general importance of the goal, what is at stake from a 
Green perspective, what were the reasons why former advances have fizzled out, and how the actual 
one can be promulgated and supported. The long history of failed European election reforms clearly 
shows that the European lists question is not a topic of party rivalry, but of joint action. Therefore the 
workshop organizes a political debate which gathers politicians and actors from a broader political 
spectrum and different countries. It ends up in a consideration of possible campaign strategies in 
favour of European lists. 

European Green Party 
Individual Supporters’ 
Network 
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European Citizens' Initiative 

The European Citizens’ Initiative, the first ever transnational and direct-democratic tool, gives 1 
million EU citizens the opportunity for legislative agenda-setting. This workshop by the Green 
European Foundation and the Polish Zielony Instytut gives you the chance to learn about the ins and 
outs of this new instrument and will help you make an effective entrance onto this new stage of 
European politics.   
The workshop will prepare participants to handle a European Citizens’ Initiative. From April 1st 2012 
this first transnational direct democratic instrument will be effectively in use in European legislation. 
The Green European Foundation has prepared a manual on the ECI that details on a 10 step 
approach to a successful initiative. The workshop will take the participants through these 10 steps by 
providing expertise on various aspects:  
- the concept of the European Citizens’ Initiative and main difficulties in implementing an ECI 
- various European models of citizens’ participation and their potential impact on the success of the 
ECI 
- specific aspects of direct democracy in Central and Eastern Europe. 
- hands-on experiences with the main challenges posed by the ECI: collecting 1 million signatures 
across Europe; reaching various cultural backgrounds; policy formulation etc. 
The workshop will discuss existing experiences with preliminary “European Citizens’ Initiatives” and 
highlight the main hurdles ECI organisers will have to overcome.  

Green European 
Foundation 

Women and climate change  

Why is it so important to integrate gender aspects into debates on climate change?  
Climate change and climate impacts are not gender neutral.  Gender equality is a critical component 
of responses to climate change at all levels - it should be integrated in all aspects of climate change 
planning and decision making. 
At first glance, it might seem unintuitive to link climate change and gender issues. However, since 
societies still largely rely on gendered roles and responsibilities, both sexes do not have the same 
impact on climate change, and perhaps more importantly, are differently affected by it.  
Climate change is the major crisis for humanity. It is up to us to face it and turn climate change into an 
opportunity for gender equality. Let's challenge how we think about climate change and women. 

Nicole Kiil-Nielsen and 
Marije Cornelissen MEPs, 
Committee on Women's 
Rights and Gender 
Equality  

Green Jobs and decent work! Working 
conditions in the new green sectors 

Green, sustainable economies can only make full use of their potential when accompanied by decent 
work and socially just working conditions. Being an emerging sector, the solar industry in 
Frankfurt/Oder is facing the pressure of staying competitive while at the same time offering decent 
working conditions. Following up from the tour "Renewables, greens jobs and decent work", we will 
take the region of Frankfurt/Oder as point of departure to analyse and discuss the working conditions 
in the new industries. By integrating union representatives and associations of enterprises into the 
discussions, the potential of combining ecological transformation with decent work will be highlighted. 
A representative from the Blue-Green Alliance, a successful cooperation platform of trade unions and 
environmental organisations from the USA, will provide good practice examples of how decent 
working conditions can be ensured in the process of greening the labour market.   - connected with 
a tour   

Elisabeth Schroedter 
MEP, Vice-Chair of the 
Committee on 
Employment and Social 
Affairs  
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Immigration: Pulling down barriers, 
enhancing rights 

Depuis décembre 2010, l'Union Européenne représente, plus que d'ordinaire, une terre d'espoir pour 
de nombreux réfugiés du Nord de l'Afrique. L'arrivée massive de ces exilés fait peur aux européens, 
qui n'ont pas été préparés à recevoir sur leur sol des milliers d'arrivants. Certains imaginent déjà des 
"scénarios-replis" avec notamment la révision des accords de Schengen. La question de l'immigration 
devient une priorité absolue.  
Malika Benarab-Attou a choisi d'inviter Jérôme Martinez, Secrétaire général de La Cimade, pour 
discuter des droits et des moyens mis à disposition des immigrants et des réfugiés au sein de l'Union 
Européenne. Ce sera l'occasion de débattre surtout des instruments qui doivent être élaborés encore 
pour accueillir, avec plus de dignité, ces personnes.  
* La Cimade, une organisation qui apporte son expertise et ses conseils aux étrangers en France, une organisation surtout qui 
"a pour but de manifester une solidarité active avec ceux qui souffrent, qui sont opprimés et exploités et d’assurer leur défense, 
quelles que soient leur nationalité, leur position politique ou religieuse." (Article 1 des statuts) 

Malika Benarab-Attou 
MEP, Delegation for 
relations with the 
Maghreb countries and 
the Arab Maghreb Union 

Greens of two speeds? 

The idea of the session would be to find a way to bridge the gaps between the mainstreamed green 
politics of the West and the seemingly exclusive green politics in the East/Central Europe. The issue 
to discuss is how the Green family, consistent of mostly western politicians works on the 
mainstreaming of the ideas – and which effects it has in the particular countries. The choices made, 
have far reaching consequences in the “target countries”. Which topics are most important in different 
countries, how can "good practices" be implemented and what to do to make every Green party 
visible as an ecological, socially progressive force, striving for both environmental and social justice? 
The lack of understanding of cultural, social and political diversity of new member states can also be 
a source of conflict in the future - how can a Green Family be a united one? 

Zieloni 2004  (Polish 
Greens) 

Workers' rights: the Way to 
Democracy in China 

This very special  workshop, hosting one former Tian An Men leader now a trade unionist, and a 
researcher/activist from an Hong Kong NGO, looks into the recent changes in the labour supply  and 
therefore into the emergence of collective bargaining in Mainland China. Fascinating. Speakers: 
Dongfang Han, China Labour Bulletin (Hong Kong) and Parry Leung, SACOM (Hong Kong). 

Philippe Lamberts MEP, 
Delegation for relations 
with the People's 
Republic of China, and 
Emilie Turunen MEP, 
Delegation for relations 
with the countries of 
Southeast Asia and the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
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The New City. Green Transformation 

When unattended the quality of life of people living in cities, especially large agglomerations is 
determined to decrease. In many aspects urbanisation processes in the framework of neoliberal 
economy tend to naturally promote elitism over egalitarianism, private over common, concrete gray 
over green. These tensions manifest themselves in issues related to urban planning, infrastructure, 
transport, but also in social and economic solutions of the municipality. And on that level of 
governance the transformation towards more sustainable practices should be a priority for the 
Greens.  
This workshop is designed to help the participants to understand what a Green City is, why we should 
strive to attain it and, finally, how we can achieve it. 
There are two, generally speaking, issues we as the organisers of this workshop want our participants 
to leave the class with, namely, (1) to comprehend the need and significance (also moral) of the 
green transformation of the city, as well as, to gain the argumentative tools for Green City, and (2) on 
the basis of presented  case studies and Panellists’ experiences in the matter to get acquainted with 
the way of how sustainable policies can be implemented (regarding the infrastructure, transport, 
common space, etc). 
The knowledge gained during the workshop should be of aid for the Participants’ future work in 
promoting and implementing green transformation projects in European cities. Outline of the 
Workshop: 
- Brief introduction into the problematic of sustainability pertinent to settlements – WHAT IS Green 
City (general criteria)? 
- Collecting the rationale for the implementation of sustainable programmes in the city – WHY the city 
should be ‘greener’ (moral, social, political and environmental basis)?  
o Theoretical introduction.  
o Work in groups: collecting arguments for and against certain green city policies; controlled 
discussion 
- Presentation of case studies theoretically supported - HOW sustainability in urban planning 
(environmental, architectural, social, economic) and ‘greening’ policies of the municipal level are (may 
be) executed.  
- Open discussion.  

Zielony Instytut (Polish 
Green foundation) 

Gender Bender 

This workshop tries to show creatively the difference between a man and a woman by playing with 
the gender roles, while addressing discrimination based on sexual identity. It will involve people in 
giving them some lessons about how to play with your masculine gender identity and therefore 
focuses on women and transgenders. A professional Gender Bender Artist, Louis(e) de Ville from 
Paris will give the workshop in cooperation with Drag King Betty from Amsterdam. The workshop will 
be lots of fun as well as sending out an important message about gender identity. Participants will 
dress up as men, attributes like moustaches and alike will be provided. We welcome all participants 
on forehand to bring along their own clothing to express their masculinity. Marije Cornelissen MEP 
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Solidarity and Self-Assertion: The 
Future of the EU in the 21st Century 

European integration is one of the greatest success stories when it comes to international politics of 
the 20th century. Today, however, the EU is at a crossroads. In the years to come, it will be 
determined whether this success story will continue or not. The reason is that the internal solidarity of 
the EU and its self-assertion as a community of democratic states committed to human rights are 
facing huge challenges. 
Therefore, the Heinrich Böll Foundation has appointed an Expert Commission to come up with 
political and societal solutions for how Europe and the European Union can reconcile solidarity and 
self-assertion both externally and internally more closely to meet the challenges of the future. 
In this workshop we would like to present the main findings of the expert commission, and to discuss 
the following questions from a green perspective: 
- What global challenges is the "European model" facing? 
- How can the EU help improve global conditions? 
- What internal challenges is the European Union facing? 
- How much "solidarity" does the European Union need and how much can it withstand?  

Heinrich-Böll-Foundation 
Berlin 

 


