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» Peace, Reconciliation, Diversity: A Youth Path « 
CDN Seminar 2011

 3. – 10. April 2011, Armenia

Call for the members of the International Preparatory group

Cooperation and Development  Network Eastern  Europe (www.cdnee.org)  is  announcing a  call  for  members of  the 
international preparatory group (prep team) of the seminar » Peace, Reconciliation, Diversity: A Youth Path «. This 
project will  take place from 3rd to 10th of April 2011 in Armenia and is  so far financially supported by the Council of 
Europe, the European Youth Foundation and Green Forum, Sweden.

The call

This call  is  open for applicants coming from any of the Council  of Europe member or candidate states. Prep team 
applicants should be interested in the topics of this event, willing to take active part in the preparations, implementation 
and follow up of the project and be available to take part in the preparatory meeting in February 2011 (the exact dates 
will be either 18th to 20th or 25th to 27th of February) as well as in the seminar itself. It is to the applicant's advantage (but 
not a condition) to have a green organisational background and experience with the topics of the event. Considering that 
this is a youth event, the members of the prep team will not be younger than 18 and older than 35. The selection of the 
prep team will be done by the Executive Committee of CDN by 3rd of January 2011.

DEADLINE for submitting applications (the application form is attached to the call) to office@cdnee.org is Wednesday 
22nd of December 2010 at 11 PM CET.

Role of the prep team

The prep team will take the responsibility for development, coordination, implementation and reporting of all the program 
and technical activities related to the project. Their work will be supported by CDN office, project host team and the 
Executive Committee of CDN. It is expected that the preparations of the event will start on 20th of January. During the 
preparatory  period the prep team will  be in  regular  communications via  e-mail,  several  phone conferences will  be 
organised based on the need of the team and a prep team meeting will take place at least one month prior to activity 
start at the location of the event. The follow up of the event will be coordinated by the prep team between April and June 
2011. 

Preparatory meeting

During  the  meeting  the  prep  team will  prepare  all  documents  needed:  the  program of  the  event,  readers  for  the 
participants on the topic, an information sheet about the host country, general conditions and requirements, a list of 
group building games that will be used and a list of energizers for the mornings. Special attention will be on the good 
methods for handling and integrating a big group (we are aiming at 40 participants from different countries).

All technical issues (travelling, arrival/departure, accommodation and food, meeting rooms, material) will be discussed 
and decided at this meeting. Decision on lecturers/trainers that will be invited and selection of participants will be mostly 
done through e-communications, though we will make definite choice while we are together at the prep meeting. The 
international prep team should consist of up to 5 people. All travel and lodging costs of prep team members, connected 
to event preparation and realisation, will be covered by the organisers.
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Project information

Summary

The  main  theme  of  this  seminar  will  be  strengthening  the  role  of  youth  in  reaching  sustainable  peace  and  in 
improvement of the processes of reconciliation. We want to discuss, explore, conclude and promote the holistic concept 
and values of sustainable peace, and to endorse the values of democracy and human rights respect as an
 ultimate priority of the societies. We aim to improve the methods which will make the role of youth better in fight against  
violence, nationalism, chauvinism, racism, discrimination and intolerance in reconciliation processes. We want to learn 
about the role of young people in building green, ecological societies as a precondition for sustainability of any kind. We 
will  find the best   way to embrace and celebrate diversity and multicultural environment as a guarantee of peace, 
released from prejudice and stereotypes.

Objectives

Defining the concepts and main factors of sustainable peace and present the processes of reconciliation in different 
European regions.

We want to explore the situation of human rights during the conflict and post-conflict/reconciliation period and find the 
ways how youth can fully participate and improve the condition.

We want to explore different ways of conflict transformation (or prevention) based on European values, principles of 
tolerance and European experiences of conflict resolution, also participants will get a knowledge about non-violence 
principles and conflict resolution.

We want to examine the correlation between peace and environment and the paths for youth for cooperation on solving 
common environmental issues and improving reconciliation.

We want give the participants enough knowledge in order to act as multipliers of universal values such as democracy 
and human rights as effective tools in conflict prevention and resolution.

We want to learn and discuss about methods that can be used to make youth participation in reconciliation processes 
more efficient and effective by implementing democratic way of work and human rights respect. Also, we will work on 
best  practices  how to  improve  implement  youth  participation  in  fight  against  violence,  stereotypes,  prejudice  and 
intolerance.

We will provide participants with necessary tools and knowledge in order to motivate them to become active in their own 
local communities and to promote sustainable peace, human rights, anti-discrimination policies and social cohesion, 
and to be able to improve cooperation of their organizations with other organisations which are tackling peace and 
reconciliation issues.

This seminar will help knowledge and information flow so that young people could be better acquainted with the position 
of these issues in different countries in Europe and also to draw some general conclusions on them and use to improve 
the methods for participation.

Finally,  we would like to celebrate diversity  and as such make contribution to the process of  cultural  mixture and 
reconciliation on the Caucasus and present to the citizens one of the major Europea values.

Methodology

The seminar is conceptualized as a combination of lectures, workshop, panel debates, educational role-play games and 
other different program elements, as well as promoting youth participation by means of street action. The lectures will 
be provided by experts from both Eastern and Western Europe having a strong experience in dealing with active 
participation of young people and a holistic view concerning sustainable peace, human rights and environemtal issues. 
At the workshops we will focus on personal experiences and interactive learning while for the street action we will put 
into practice what we have learned.
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