
c l e s 
which I 
hope I 
will get 
s o o n .  
M a t t 
already 
sent me 
o n e 
about the new anti-music 
legislation in the UK.  I 
found it funny at first but 
actually it is quite sad.  
What would the earth be 
like without music and 
rhythm? Certainly more 
boring!!   

Unfortunately, the new 
year is tainted by an at-
mosphere of war.  Mark 
wrote to me that “...it 
seems we never learn. May 
we all dedicate our efforts 
to finding ways to promote 
respect and understanding 
rather than ways of de-
stroying each other” I say 
amen to that…albeit there 
seems to be a new ray of 
hope for Cyprus! 

by natalie debono 

maintaining some continuity.  
I would like to thank Mark 
Borg for taking the time to 
write this article but also for 
introducing me to green poli-
tics some 11 years ago ☺.  In 
this issue we are also meet 
the Bosnian young greens—
an article written by Meho 
who most of us will meet in 
the 2003 summer camp.  
Keep up the good work 
Meho!  Our queen for a day 
is Szabina Kerenyi who most 
of you know (the girl who put 
Hungary on the FYEG 
map!)—this year she is our 
very own project manager so 
those of you who have any 
queries about projects, feel 
free to contact her on 
szabina@fyeg.org.  In the 
EC meeting in London we 
met some young greens from 
England and Wales and I 
remember Matt, Marcus, 
hatted-soon-to-be-’Dr’ Tom, 
Chris and Ruth.  The first 
three promised me some arti-
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anti-music legislation  
by Matt Wootton (Media@WalesGreenParty.org.uk) 

Dear greenies,  the EC is 
back from an EC meeting in 
London were one of the most 
important tasks was to pri-
oritise issues for FYEG this 
year.  We decided that we 
should focus most of our 
energy, resources and funds 
on our migration campaign 
and involve all member or-
ganisations  in the various 
activities.  It would be ideal 
if the member organisations 
also put  migration issues 
high  on their agenda!  Other 
priorities were gender and 
political debates.  In this 
issue of ecosprinter you will 
find an update about FYEG’s 
migration campaign, a two 
page spread about gender 
issues and a subject for de-
bate.  I would like you to 
send your comments about 
the article “Are there alter-
natives to a Eurocentric 
world?”  The comments and 
opinions will be featured 
inthe next ecosprinter thus 
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Here in the UK, the government's new Licensing Act is causing a stir. Its plainly outra-
geous, amazing, hypocritical and draconian approach will severely restrict the playing 
of live music. Already, under the current system, people have been fined for tapping 
their feet!  
  
Presently, in situations (e.g. busking) or establishments (e.g. pubs) where money changes 
hands (regardless of whether or not the money is being paid for the music or for the drinks, 
or just as a donation), more than 2 people making music is illegal unless accompanied by a 
Public Entertainment Licence.  
The New Labour government in their wisdom are getting rid of this notorious "2 in a bar" 
rule. Hurray! They're making it a "none in a bar" rule. Boo! Hiss!             

continued on page 2 
              



 This means that the penalty for unlicensed performance could be a £20,000 fine and six months in prison! This Act will 
affect pubs, folk clubs, private houses, churches, singing on the street... and the best thing is that while a choir singing for 
charity will need a license, the Big Screen Entertainment system or MTV in a pub will NOT need a license: another example 
of corporate profit being pursued at the expense of communities and ordinary people.  This law is as ridiculous and daft as it 
is threatening, but already, the following "crack-downs" have taken place on people daring enough to to exercise their free-
dom of expression… 
 
In Camden a long-standing gig at La Brocca in West End Lane was busted and the licensee threatened with a £20,000 fine 
because a music student had been seen jamming with the regular duo. A few months later, in Waterstone's bookshop in 
Hampstead, an eminent young string quartet was forced to sit in full concert dress with their instruments while a CD was 
played in lieu of their performance. The local Council had intercepted the bookshop's flyers advertising the live music as an 
accompaniment to a book reading by the former leader of the Amadeus string quartet, Professor Sigmund Nissel. 100 guests, 
including VIPs, witnessed the non-performance.  
 
• In Southwark, pub landlord Jim Yalton reported that the council threatened him with prosecution because he allowed 

OAPs (Old Age Pensioners) to sing along to an organist who specialised old time hits. The British Institute of Innkeep-
ers publishes guidance which warns against 'encouraging community style singing' since this is a criminal offence with-
out a PEL. 

• In Hackney, Steve Powell, landlord of the Globe, was fined £500 for allowing customers to sing Happy Birthday along 
with a duo celebrating the birthday of one of the musicians.  

  
The fight for live music goes on, with the Musician's Union taking the case to the UK's Joint Commission for Human Rights 
under article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights: 
Freedom of Expression. Unfortunately, the UK, a country with no constitution and history of derogating from Human Rights 
conventions, has consistently shown itself to be more interested in laws to protect property, rather than to stimulate diversity.  
  
At least we have one truth on our side: as the Landlord of one pub - who was fined for allowing customers to dance along to 
two musicians and thus breaching the "two-in-a-bar" limit (it's okay to listen, but it's illegal to dance...) - asserted "I would 
like to say that, to the best of my knowledge, spontaneous dancing is not in the top 10 list of great social ills of our time."   
 
Matt Wooton is a singer, cellist  and the media and communications officer of the Welsh Green Party   

 

fyeg campaign 2003-2004: migration 
by stefanie de niet (paarsepipi@hotmail.com) 

Take a look in our political platform by the subject migration. Our first point: “free movement of persons 
is a human right”. What does this sentence mean for FYEG. What does this mean for refugees in Europe? 
And what is our opinion about Visa etc.?  This year and the next till the European elections (2004), we as 
FYEG are organising a migration campaign. I would like you to tell about a situation in the Netherlands 
concerning young refugees. 
 
The way the Dutch government is treating children 
 
On 11 November 2002 a new campus has opened for individual underage refugees (seeking asylum in the Neth-
erlands without family). In this campus there is a regime from a youth prison. These children of the age of 15,16 
or 17 are not allowed to leave this campus. Everything is concentrated on segregation and deportation of young 
refugees. This campus is the result of stricter policies against individual underage refugees (AMA’s.). “This pro-
ject is just an experiment”, the Dutch government is saying.  Rejected AMA’s were allowed to stay in the refugee 
centres till there 18th birthday until one and a half year ago. In may 2001 the state secretary from judiciary made a 
policy were it is also allowed to deport AMA’s to their home country if there is a kind of social system for these 
children in their home country. 
 
Campus or camp? 
 
The Dutch government has chosen the remote village of Vught for institutes, and this has the function of keeping 
specific people outside the community.  Before, the camps of the Jews, Molucca and refugees were there. Later 
on, in this village they also put the strictest prison of the Netherlands and a mental institution. Now there is the 
first experimental “AMA-campus”. The camp is controlled by the COA (A Dutch central organisation for asylum 
seekers) and is unique in Europe.   Before, the camps of the Jews, Molucca and refugees were there. Later on, in 
this village they also put the strictest prison of the Netherlands and a mental institution.   Now there is the first 
experimental “AMA-campus”. The camp is controlled by the COA (A Dutch central organisation for asylum seek-
ers) and is unique in Europe.    

 continued on page 3 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 continued form page 2 
The mission is to force “voluntarily return” within one and a half year. To prevent that they integrate in 
the Dutch culture they are isolated and not even allowed to learn any Dutch. The whole regime is a copy of the 
Glenn Mills, re-education and stipulate-prison for youth. Originally, the prison was to be in the town called Wagen-
ingen, but this town would not allow this camp because of his closed nature. 
 
There is place for 360 AMA’s in this camp. They are obliged follow a strict day program between 6:30 and 22:30. 
The program consists of education, sports, recreation and chores. In the Dutch law you are not allowed to keep 
AMA’’s in prison, and so the called this camp “closed”. The AMA’s are allowed to leave, but then they get no shel-
ter or money anymore. So there is not much choice. 
 
When the AMA’s arrive at the camp they start at the foot of the ladder, they are called “rookie”. They must live 
with 7 other persons of the same sex in a group. The AMA’s can earn points as a group or as an individual. For 
example, you can earn a point by going to bed on time.  These earned points give you some privileges, like visit-
ing the camp-cinema, going to the cantina.  For “mistakes” you lose points and also your privilege. With pass 
points you can become a “senior”. These have more privileges for example they only have to share their room 
with 3 others. Until their deportation, they get a report of the result of their behaviour. 
 
This was a summary of some of the circumstances of these young children.  
What is happening in Europe that we treat these children in this way? I can’t find the answer of this question. All 
Iknow is that something is going completely wrong…and I like to work on free movement in the world of children 
and adults.  (Source: de Fabel van de illegalen and my talks with Nidos (organization of the guardian of AMA’s in the Netherlands) 
 
I would like to know what is happening in your country concerning refugees and immigrants so please an 
article and send it to natalie@fyeg.org! 
 
 
a larger europe will be a greener europe  
 
BRUSSELS, Belgium, January 21, 2003 (ENS) - The 10 countries due to join the European Union next year 
must turn their attention from adopting EU environment laws to implementing them, Environment Commissioner 
Margot Wallstrom said today. She was addressing the ninth and last annual informal meeting with accession 
country environment ministers.  
 
European Union Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom  
Wallstrom, together with Enlargement Commissioner, Guenther Verheugen, and Vasso Papandreou, Greek Envi-
ronment Minister and Chair of the Environment Council today met environment ministers from the 13 candidate 
countries. Ten countries will sign up to join the European Union in April. When their accession process is com-
plete in 2004, the bloc will expand to 25 countries, and three more have begun the accession process.  
The 10 countries joining the EU in 2004 are: Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.  
Wallstrom said, "We are now entering a critical phase. The rules must be fully applied on the ground and impor-
tant nature sites safeguarded. This is paramount to ensuring sustainable development in an enlarged EU."  
The Commission estimates that the 10 countries have already transposed around 80 percent of the EU's 149 envi-
ronmental laws. But observing them in practice would be a ""tougher nut to crack," Wallstrom said. "It isn't 
enough to have the laws on your books, you have to implement them."  
Once the Accession Treaties have been signed in April, the 10 acceding countries will participate fully in all for-
mal European Council meetings, committees and working groups and become integrated into the EU environ-
mental policy making process. Consequently, this Informal Meeting, the last of its kind, heralds the beginning of 
a new phase of more intensified co-operation to ensure that environmental standards are uniformly applied across 
the enlarged European Union.  
Upon accession the level of EU cash for environmental projects will rise three-fold as the 10 new member states 
become eligible for cohesion and structural funds, the commissioner explained. But this would still fall well short 
of the total needed, which the Commission puts at two to three percent of the accession countries' Gross Domestic 
Product.  
Six months before they officially join the EU, the Commission will report on how well the accession states are 
implementing the bloc's environmental laws. Wallstrom underlined the importance of this assessment, hinting that 
the Commission might even launch legal action against new member states if this were warranted.  
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Female genital mutilation 
is practiced in African 
countries such as, Sudan, 
Somalia, Ethiopia, Mo-
zambique, Kenya and 
Chad. It is also practiced 
in minor forms in the Mid-
dle East and South Asia. 
Genital alteration in the 
female reproductive or-
gans includes infibula-
tions, clitoridectomy, clito-
ral circumcision and pierc-
ing. Degrees of mutilation 
exist ranging from exci-
sion of the hood of the 
clitoris or clitoris itself to 
complete infibulations that 
involves removal of the 

clitoris, labia minor and 
labia major, leaving a small 
opening for the passage of 
urine and menstrual blood.  
As expected, normal sex-
ual intercourse is not possi-
ble without a corrective 
procedure and childbirth 
frequently involves severe 
trauma that can result in 
life-threatening haemor-
rhage. Other complications 
include chronic urinary tract 
and other infections, infer-
tility, psychological trauma, 
sexual dysfunction, men-
strual problems and sev-
eral other negative medical 
and emotional outcomes. 

Between infancy and pre-
adolescence a girl pre-
pares to have her genital  
mutilated. This task is 
usually carried out by a 
physician, midwife or des-
ignated woman from the 
community and is mostly 
done in unsanitary condi-
tions in which a midwife 
uses unclean sharp instru-
ments such as razor 
blades, scissors, kitchen 
knives, and pieces of 
glass. These instruments 
are frequently used on 
several girls in succession 
and are rarely cleaned, 
causing the transmission 

do not report it. Voluntary 
workers and activists have 
to go into these villages 
and areas and educate the 
practitioners of the dan-
gers of circumcision. 
Adopting a grassroots ap-
proach that whilst respect-
ing local beliefs and as-
pects of culture work on 
that very culture to eradi-
cate beliefs surrounding 
this torturous practice can 
only solve female genital 
mutilation.           
 
 

urges, protection against 
spells, insurance of virgin-
ity and faithfulness to the 
husband. 
 
The United Nations, UNI-
CEF, and the World 
Health Organization have 
considered female genital 
mutilation to be a violation 
of Human Rights and have 
made recommendations to 
eradicate this practice. 
However, trying to fight 
circumcision on legal 
terms is ineffective since 
those who practice it often 

 
This original text is 
written by Bianca Zam-
mit who is a member 
of GLUE Organisation.  
GLUE Organisation is 
a Maltese based anar-
cho-feminist organisa-
tion, working towards 
an equal and just fu-
ture. Bianca took an 
active part in the Gen-
der Trouble study ses-
sion organised by 
FYEG on November 
2002. 
 

 

after having their genitals 
mutilated in any way. 
 
In July of 1997, the Egyp-
tian Government dis-
carded the prevalent ban 
on genital mutilation that 
existed before hand. Fe-
male genital mutilation, in 
Egypt was celebrated for 
religious purposes. This 
shows how the sexuality 
of women, whether used 
by a particular religion, 
philosophy or other train 
of thought is used for the 
sole unconscious or con-
scious reason of perpetu-
ating their subjugation. 

Later the ban on mutila-
tion was once again es-
tablished.   
 
Currently this ban exists 
in Kenya and Senegal 
as well as many Euro-
pean countries.  Genital 
mutilation has a long 
and vast history; it dates 
as back as the time of 
the pharaohs. Then mu-
tilation had several pur-
poses one of them being 
punishment. In some 
places mutilation is be-
lieved to ensure hy-
giene, purity, chastity, to 
control female sexual 

of a variety of viruses 
such as the HIV virus, 
and other infections. Anti-
septic techniques and 
anesthesia are generally 
not used, or for that mat-
ter, heard of. By perform-
ing circumcision in hospi-
tals with appropriate sur-
gical technique one does 
not eliminate all of the 
complications and dan-
gers that mutilation brings 
with it.   
Recent statistics of the 
World Health organisation 
have shown that 100 mil-
lion women have had 
negative consequences 

... the sexuality 
of  women, 
whether used 
by a particular 
religion, phi-
losophy or 
other train of 
thought  is 
used for the 
sole uncon-
scious or con-
scious reason 
of perpetuat-
ing their subju-
gation. 

gendercorner 



education, 5.5 for women with 
secondary education and 4.72 for 
those with higher education (1995). 
Women’s participation in the la-
bour force  
The average proportion of women 
participating in the labour force dur-
ing the 7-years  period 1995-2001 
was 11%, it was 12.3% the highest 
level of women’s participation dur-
ing the 5- years period. The propor-
tion of women’s participation 
ranged between 11.2% in 1995, 
11.0% in 1996, 11.5% in the 1997  
11.3% in 1998 and 10.4 in 2001. In 
the census data, women accounted 
for about 10.8% of the economi-
cally active population comparison 
to 89.2% of men. In spite of 

Main Indicators 
Fertility rate 
Palestine is considered among the 
countries with high fertility rate, with 
a total fertility rate at 6.1 babies per 
woman. Although this rate is high in 
both the West Bank and Gaza strip, 
it is particularly high in Gaza strip 
reaching 6.9 births per woman, 
compared to 5.6 in the West Bank 
(1997). The rate differs according to 
place of residence, at 5.81 in towns, 
compared to 6.39 in villages and 
6.85 in refugee camps. Fertility 
rates are higher among the less 
educated women in comparison to 
the educated. The rate is 6.62 for 
women with less than secondary 
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(12.5%).  Women do not maintain 
any leadership position in certain 
ministries, such as Ministries of 
agriculture, industry and Public 
works. 
 
Law stipulations that are equita-
ble for women 
There are 29 laws that were ap-
proved by the Palestinian legisla-
tive council.  No law was discussed 
in relation to Palestinian family and 
women’s needs, with the exception 
of the Palestinian labour law, ap-
proved in May 2000 (where a spe-
cial chapter was allocated to 
women’s labour) and another item 
related to maternity leave in the 

women’s limited participation in the 
labour force, they have higher un-
employment rated than those for 
men. Women’s economic participa-
tion is also limited to services and 
agriculture. 
 
Women is senior governmental 
positions 
Women’s participation in decision-
making positions in the PNA institu-
tions is still limited, at 10%.  There 
is only one woman out of 30 minis-
ters in the cabinet (3%).  All heads 
of public structures and authorities 
are men.  Out of 240 directors-
general in 15 ministries, there are 
only 30 women in that position 

civil service law. 
Early marriage 
A percentage of 36.9% of women 
married in 1999 were girls under 
18 years of age.  The percentage 
for boys was 2.2.  In 1997, the 
percentage of girls married at an 
age less than 18 years was 
40.1% out of those who were 
married during that year.  The 
percentage for boys was 2.7%.  
The median age was 18 years for 
women and 23 for men.  Fertility 
of women in the age 15-19 years 
accounted for 9% of the overall 
fertility. 

 
continued on page 6 

Introduction 
Since the early years of the previ-
ous century, the Palestinian people 
have been living under successive 
occupations resulting in fragmenta-
tion of the Palestinian society and a 
high level of suffering represented 
in the expulsion of hundreds of 
thousand of Palestinian refugees 
lands confiscation and human rights 
violations. 
As all Arab Palestinian people Pal-
estinian women were subjected to 
killing and displacement. Many 
women were killed injured or ar-
rested. It is of utmost difficulty to 

and demonstrates in data from the 
size of suffering and the real role 
women have played at the na-
tional political community and 
family levels side by side with men 
along the different stages of strug-
gle particularly during the Pales-
tinian uprising of 1987, and in cur-
rent uprising. Women have as-
sumed the responsibility of caring 
protecting and economically sup-
porting the family when men are 
being arrested or killed women 
were subjected to physical and 
psychological violence during ar-
rests assumed the responsibility 

of providing psychological support 
to family members and endured 
the afflictions of paying monthly 
visits to detainees under extreme 
condition. Women also suffered of 
the consequences of Israeli collec-
tive punishments such as house 
demolition school closure and re-
strictions on people’s movement 
between the different region in the 
west bank and Gaza strip for wor-
shipping treat and work. 
 
 
 

The goal of achiev-
ing gender equality 
in a society such as 
the Palestinian is 
still a difficult 
task...this (political) 
participation is only 
symbolic and far 
from being a quality 
involvement in the 
political process and 
decision-making... 

gender issues in palestine 



 
continued from page 5 
 
Conclusion  
 
Political and field crises occurring between the Israeli occupation and the Palestinian (as seen in the first and sec-
ond, current uprising) lead to further marginalization of women. Israeli oppression, closure and restrictions on 
movement are accompanied by further complications for women.         
The goal of achieving gender equality in a society such as the Palestinian is still a difficult task.  Women have 
achieved a certain level of quality.  However, the way ahead is still very long, requiring special efforts, political will 
and essential changes in the type of accomplishments achieved by women in the area of political life, this partici-
pation is only symbolic and far from being a quality involvement in the political process and decision-making. 
Gender indicators can be seen as social constructions develop within a social economic political context.  The 
status of indicators and data is linked to sensitivity of the society and its institutions to issues and prerequisites of 
gender analysis. As long as the society with its various institutions do not pay enough attention to issues and prob-
lems facing women, they will never give particular importance to developing indicators on gender gap.  Addition-
ally, developing indicators and data is an outcome of a claims-making process, as certain parties and institutions  
(such as international agencies and women’s institutions) are active in advocating for gender issues and, subse-
quently, relevant indicators, while other parties do not pay attention to such issues. International funding plays an 
important role in stimulating the search in these indicators, although there is a certain level of local awareness of 
their importance. 
 
This is part of study done by Dr. Nader Saed and Ayman Abdulmajeed (research coordinator). 
Development Studies Program  
Birzeit University – www.birzeit.edu  
Email:amajeed@birzeit.edu 
  
  

On a very cold British weekend, the 
executive committee met to make some 
organisational priorities.  We decided that 
politics and gender should be in the fore-front.  
Here is some text which you can read in order to 
have it all simplified! 
A woman was walking along the beach when she 
stumbled upon a bottle. She picked it up and rubbed it, 
and lo-and-behold a Genie appeared. The amazed 
woman asked if she can get three wishes. The Genie 
said "Nope, sorry three-wish genies are a story-tale 
myth. I'm a one-wish genie.  The woman didn't hesitate. 
She said "I want peace in the Middle East. See this 
map? I want these countries to stop fighting with each 
other and I want all the Arabs to love Jews and 
Americans and vice-versa. It will bring about world 
peace and harmony."  The Genie looked at the map 
and exclaimed "Lady, be reasonable. These countries 
have been at war for thousands of years. I'm out of 
shape after being in a bottle for five hundred years. I'm 
good but not THAT good! I don't think it can be done. 
Make another wish and please make it a bit more 
reasonable." The woman thought for a minute and said 
"Well, I've never been able to find the right man. You 
know, one that's considerate and fun, likes to cook and 
helps with the housecleaning, is great in bed and gets 
along with my family, doesn't watch sports all the time, 
and is faithful. That's what I wish for, a good mate." 
The Genie let out a long sigh, shook his head and said 
"Let me see that f***ing map again..."   

 
 

Happy Birthday 
FYEG!! 

15 years 
 
FYEG was founded in 1988 in 
Strasbourg, France.   
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let us meet...the bosnian green youth  
by Miralem MEHO Krdzalic 

 
Bosnian Green Youth is a non-profit and a non-political oriented green organisation. We are in process 
of registering on national level. We have about 100 members and in future we hope that we would have 
more members. We will keep working on it. We have already participated in two FYEG‘s summer 
camps in Serbia. The first summer camp that we took part in, was in 2001 on Kopaonik.  Last year 
2002, we took part in organising the summer camp in Topola. We applied to be members of Helsinky 
Citizens Assembly youth network in Bosnia and Herzegovina and officially we applied to be members of 
FYEG in Ghent. We where represented by Serbian Green Youth and especially by Aleksandar Jovano-
vic which we would like to thank for all their help. 
 
For 2003 we planned to organise some concrete actions such as celebrating ‘Earth Day’ in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (for the first time). Also we will organise the summer camp on Jahorina Mountain this year. 
 
The main topic of the summer camp in Bosnia and Herzegovina is Peace, Reconciliation and Develop-
ment. The summer camp would be held on 
(Olympic) Jahorina Mountain between 11th – 17th 
August 2003. We hope that the camp would be 
just as good as the Serbian ones! 
 
According to our Bosnian Green Youth project, 
we have planned, the the future, to focus on edu-
cating young green leaders from Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. For that reason we would organize 
training sessions for young leaders from from all 
cities of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Our wish is to 
work together in the future, thus destroying barri-
ers among young people in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina and ex Yugoslavia. As you know, we still 
have problems between Muslims, Croatians and 
Serbians in the Balkans. 
 
Some good wind of change was made in Serbia 
and Croatia on their last elections and we had a 
hope that something would change in political 
picture of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  This did not 
happen. Unfortunately parties with National back-
grounds win Bosnian votes and in future we think 
that NGO’s are the ones who could change this. 
 
In future we should (all of us) make more effort to educate young people from the Balkans to take part 
in elections. The majority of young people in Bosnia and Herzegovina do not take part in elections. If we 
want to change something here in Balkans or in Bosnia and Herzegovina or even in Europe we have to 
work on educating young people to take their future in their hands. We should not let these people who 
made our political system in the past years to just continue their job. 
 
The political system in Bosnia in Herzegovina is highly corrupted and this corruption has found a good 
ground in nationalism. They know that they abused these past years for their own goals and they just 
continue to abuse. Concrete actions in our opinion is to organise summer camps, such as this one that 
we would organize. 
 
Young people MUST take also their responsibility for this country. Good example is cooperation be-
tween Bosnian and Serbian young greens. 
 
All this could not be done without help from the International Community but this International Commu-
nity also has to understand that they did not discover a new island in Europe. They have to understand 
that we worked, lived together here before. 
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debate... 
  

are there alternatives to a eurocentric world? 
 
When Socrates, Plato and Aristotle were busy arguing their thoughts with their disciples little could they have 
imagined how their principles would have been imposed on the whole world over millennia dominated by Euro-
pean expansion.  
 
Greek philosophy was adopted by the Romans as their own, as they recognised the superiority of Greek thought 
over their own. The Roman Empire stretched throughout the known world, reaching further and deeper, and im-
portantly longer (much longer) than the Greek Empire had before. More importantly the Romans developed and 
enforced a legal code, the basis of which was Greek philosophical principles, including a number of basic individ-
ual rights. One particular right would have been highly contentious to many of the people they concurred – individ-
ual property rights. 
 
Plato is not to be blamed for individualism. He was concerned with describing the ‘good community’ and not the 
‘good individual’. Similarly he did not approve of private property. Aristotle, however, is another matter. He also 
considered private property as an unavoidable reality. 
 
Property rights would have been of particular contention where these concern land ownership. Many of the 
‘uncivilised’ peoples would have held land in communitarian ‘ownership’ (although I write this knowing that the 
very principle of ownership of land would have struck a wrong chord with these peoples, and ‘use’ would be a 
nearer concept). Of course this contrasted with all known ‘civilisations’ where aristocracy and tyranny were the 
norm, with a concentrated ownership of property at the top, and the majority of people being no more than serfs 
to the rulers. Because behind the rich monuments and the artistic and intellectual achievements, that’s what civili-
sation was all about! 
 
When the Byzantine Emperor Constantine (ruling between 312 – 337 AD) was converted to Christianity, of course 
in a short while the whole Empire became Christian. Law, philosophy, and now religion became instruments of 
domination over body, mind and soul. The Roman Empire, despite managing to become the longest surviving 
Empire, had a limited geographical distribution, its control extending through the Mediterranean, Northern Europe 
and into the Middle East. The Western Empire based in Rome did not survive nearly as long as the Eastern Byz-
antine Empire. It came under attack by the Germanic tribes which however, in their turn, also adopted Christianity 
and all it stood for.  
 
Probably one would be safe to blame Christianity; with its emphasis on ‘self-salvation’, the growth of individualism 
was an outcome waiting to happen. It was an arduous struggle between those of different beliefs in the church, 
but private property and profit eventually became accepted concepts in Christianity, mostly thanks to particular 
protestant movements; of course the concept finding support in Capitalism, serving well their Industrial machine. 
In the eighteenth century it was Immanuel Kant, a German philosopher who maintained that every human being is 
an end in himself (read oneself). A little later Nietzsche wrote, “How can one praise and glorify a nation as a 
whole? - Even among the Greeks, it was the INDIVIDUALS that counted.” 
 
The European core, modelled by Greek philosophy, Roman law and Christian morality, did not change much.  
The European impact on the rest of the world would have been negligible had not another piece of history facili-
tated this – European exploration, colonialism and imperialism. Explorers, venerated and romanticised by many 
for their undisputed courage, facilitated the expansion of the European races into hitherto unknown parts of the 
world. Europeans made their way into the Far East, Africa, the Americas and eventually Oceania. Early explora-
tions were motivated by religion and plunder as the various kingdoms hungered after resources to finance their 
war efforts, while later explorations were more rather motivated by trade and influence.  
 
Irrespective of the motivation, colonialism inadvertently spread those laws, philosophies and religion, by now 
adopted and adapted by the sovereign kingdoms and states of Europe, throughout the world as the imperialist 
European states’ controlling arm extended over most peoples of the world. With the rise of industrialisation and 
capitalism, the whole colonized world became a cog in the capitalist machine.   
 
 

continued on opposite page 
 
Capitalism, like the European legal code, European philosophy and Christian morality (if not religion) was im-
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posed on all the conquered people of the world. Those with undeveloped systems of their own were least 
able to resist.  
 
Countries with highly developed philosophies and religions (such as India) were able to resist the imposition of 
these, although not that of the legal code (and the principles of individual rights on which it is based).  None could 
resist the exploitation by capitalism. 
It is hard to realise, unless you are outside of Europe looking in, how similar European countries are at the core; 
despite the efforts of generations of nationalists who have emphasized the differences to satisfy their corrupt 
agendas. 
 
One of the most ‘sacred’ declarations of modern time is a result of this Eurocentric domination. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, like the United Nations itself, is the result of ‘collusion’ between the victors of the 
Second World War – all of them ‘European’ powers. Although there are no reasons to doubt the good intentions 
prevalent at the time, the result is that the world was forced to accept a declaration, in which few of today’s coun-
tries could have participated since they were still colonised states. What more, none of these countries can even 
hint at the possibility of reopening the debate on the declaration, for fear of heavy reprisal being brought to bear 
on whoever dares. The UDHR is protected as effectively as the Bible or the Koran by their respective believers. 
We have to accept it without question, or else. 
 
Being a Green activist, this is of particular concern to me. On one hand I support human rights (as individual as 
these may be) and democracy (ah that elusive concept!), at the same time appreciating that these are very much 
Eurocentric principles; while compelled to advance human tights and democratic values I am reluctant to assist in 
the hegemony of western thought over the rest of the world.  
 
What resulted through this whole Eurocentric process is very evident in Pacific Island 
Countries. I will take Solomon Islands to demonstrate the inadequacy of one of these Eurocentric concepts – the 
nation state. 
 
An otherwise unknown group of islands, the Solomon Islands hit the news when an ethnic struggle between the 
populations of two of the islands in the group, claimed the lives of many, dislocated thousands, forced the govern-
ment down with chaos and anarchy ruling for many months. 
With the advantage of hindsight, Solomon Islands was a disaster waiting to happen. In the Solomon Islands we 
are faced with a situation where the state government acts under one system (that recognised by this Eurocentric 
world) while the rest of the Solomons works in a totally different and separate system (not to mention that the very 
concept of the nation state imposed on the Solomon Islands by colonialism, is still very much a foreign concept to 
most of these people). We therefore have a state government supported and recognised by the outside world, but 
lacking the same support and recognition internally.  
 
But gods forbid that these people try to challenge that great Eurocentric concept of 
the nation state! The powerful nations do everything in their power to avoid this from 
happening and in doing so, fail to actually address the real problems, because addressing the root causes re-
quires us to examine the viability of the nation state in such situations. 
 
I sometimes wonder what a non-Eurocentric world would have been like. Some would argue that it would have 
been much worse. Possibly this holds true in some cases, when considering certain parts of the world at the mo-
ment in time when Europeans made contact with them. But this other world was not static, they were also devel-
oping their own paths before these were disrupted and controlled by European colonialism and other influences. 
What I wonder is what they could have developed into!  
 
I know I have raised more questions and doubts than enlightenment of any sort, but hopefully through these cyni-
cal views, we may have some grounds for debate over reasonable amends. And I apologise to those readers who 
may have thought I was about to embark in answering the question that I chose for the title of this article. 
 
Mark Borg is a development worker from Malta but based in the Fiji Islands for the last seven years.  
Email: mb@devoptions.com 
  
 
YOU are invited to send your comments and opinions regard-
ing this article to natalie@fyeg.org so they can be fea-
tured in the next ecosprinter. 
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After 28 years of separation Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots are hopeful 
that a “solution” will be found now 
for the divided island.  Significant, 
historic changes are prompted by 
the fact that as of December 13, 
2002, the Cyprus accession to the 
E.U. has become a reality. 

 
Even though, Cy-
prus is such a small 
country of an area 
of only 9000 sq 
km, it has had a 
tragic and turbulent 
history.  The end 
result is that Cy-
prus is still captive 

of its past and its history, which 
keeps the island divided for the last 
28 years and Turkish and Greek 
Cypriots apart. 

Cyprus became an independent 
country in 1960, but under the 
“guardian care” of Turkey, Greece 
and Britain.  Britain kept 3% of the 
island’s area for military bases, 
Turkey and Greece were given 
rights of intervention, and thus they 
have done.  The military junta of 
Athens orchestrated the coup d’etat 
on July 15th 1974 and the Turkish 
invasion followed 5 days later.  The 
aftermath of the battles and the 
bombardments led to the realization 
of shocking statistics.  37% of the 
islands area was left under Turkish 
occupation.  More than one third of 
the population became refugees- 
Turkish Cypriots were relocated to 
the North and Greek Cypriots to the 
South. About 2000 people were 
missing, their whereabouts un-
known. 

Ever since that time there have 
been endless talks and negotia-
tions that seem to lead nowhere.  
How do you get rid of a conquer-
ing army through the use of nego-
tiations? What do you do about 
the new realities brought about by 
the changed demographics? It is a 
fact now that a significant portion 
of the Turkish Cypriot population 
has fled the country, that settlers 
from Turkey were brought in. Ad-
ditionally the living standards be-
tween the two parts of the island 
are miles apart, the occupied part 
enjoys less political and civil 

rights, the southern part suffers 
through unrestricted development, 
mass tourism and little “green” con-
sciousness.   
The most tragic figures of all, 
though, are the refugees. Some of 
them may live only hundreds of me-
ters away from their old homes, the 

old are dying 
slowly in refugee 
camps with the 
longing to go back 
to their villages 
unchanged, the 
young have little or 
none memories of 
the other commu-
nity and grow up 

with the uncertainty of the future. 
Only when you are faced yourself 
with the reality of the division line, 
of armed soldiers aiming at you if 
you dare to cross, of the beautiful 
view of the Pentadactylos range 

that’s so close and so far at the 
same time, then one can appreciate 
the unfairness of the way Cyprus is 
divided today by the force of arms 
and on racial grounds. 
 
In today’s worlds of open borders 
and freedom of movement of 
within the E.U. grounds, of multi- 
culturism, of equal opportunities of 
all irrespective of race and social 
status, Cypriots feel like children of 
a lesser god.  Even the solution 
plan proposed by the United Na-
tions General Secretary Kofi An-
nan under scrutiny is a racist solu-
tion plan, that still keeps people 
apart according to race and relig-
ion. 
 
It is naïve to believe that reunifica-
tion of the island is going to be an 
easy project, but it is sensible to 
believe that only when people do 

not feel victimized, when they are 
given freedom to move around, 
own property wherever they like, 
and vote irrespective of race, and 
when the income gap between the 
two parts has been minimized, 
then, a lasting peaceful solution 
can be achieved.  
 
Political solutions may be drawn 
on maps, division lines may as-
sure no interaction, but real pros-
perity lies in finding ways to co-
exist. In Cyprus we are hopeful 
that we can accomplish this and 
that accession to the E.U. will 
help accelerate the process of re-
unification. 

continued on page 11 

“an eye for an 
eye makes the 
whole world go 

blind” 

cyprus overview 
 

By Melina Menelaou, Neoi Oikologoi (Young Ecologists), Cyprus Green Party 

 Cyprus, an island kept captive of its history, learns to look ahead of past grievances 
towards a common future between Greek and Turkish Cypriots 



speak up for  
cyprus petition 

continued from page 10 
 
It is with joyous apprehension that 
Greek Cypriots watch the peoples’ 
uprising in the northern part that 
demands a solution according to 
Kofi Annan’s plan.  

 
It could be that according to the size 
of the population, it is the largest 
proportion ever of a population 
worldwide to join in a demonstra-
tion.  Even Greek Cypriots who do 
not agree on the principles of the 
U.N. plan are optimistic to watch 
the Turkish Cypriots revolt against 
the regime that favored a divided 
island so far.  More and more people 
are looking for ways to form bridges 
of communication and take part in 
the so called bi-communal events that bring people together even for a short while. 
 
My optimism lies principally, though, in the nature of the people of Cyprus, hardworking and peace loving, who 
have learned, I believe, through the harsh lessons of the past that “an eye for an eye makes the whole world go 
blind”.  It took us three decades and it could take a lot longer but at this time in our history Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots, especially the young people, opt for a common future in an enlarged and full of opportunities Europe, 
and we are starting to call each other again compatriots.  
 

The Mediterranean island of 
Cyprus has been split into a 
Greek Cypriot south and Turk-
ish Cypriot north since 
Turkey's invasion in 1974 
following an abortive coup 
by Greek and Greek Cyp-
riot supporters of union 
with Greece.  Only Turkey 
recognizes the breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot state, 
keeping 40,000 troops on 
the island. Around 100,000 
Turkish settlers moved to 
the island from Turkey 
since 1974.  
Peace negotiations have 
been unsuccessful in re-
uniting the island for the 
last 28 years. In November 
2002 U.N. Secretary General  

Kofi Annan presented a plan to 
reunify the island before the Greek 
side, which is the internationally 
recognized  Republic of Cyprus, 

joins the European Union. 28 Feb-
ruary 2003, is the deadline set by 

the U.N. for reaching a settlement. 
As the deadline approaches, mas-
sive demonstrations are being held 

in Cyprus in favor of  reunifi-
cation of the island. However, 
Mr. Denktash, the representa-
tive of  the Turkish Cypriots 
insists on not showing good 
faith in the negotiations and 
on rejecting vital provisions 
of the U.N. plan. Although  
recent polls and demonstra-
t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t 
Mr.Denktash has lost the ma-
jority support he once en-
joyed amongst Turkish Cypri-
ots, he is still supported by 
the unelected army generals 
and senior bureaucrats in Tur-

key who see Cyprus as a vital 
Turkish interest. 

Organizers: 
The Cyprus Action Network 
Operation Saving Our Future 
 http://www.cyprusaction.org/
protests/ 
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we demand: 
 
  
* A federal solution to the Cyprus problem 
that satisfies the common and competing 
interests of all Cypriots based on the UN 
resolutions and principles. 
 
* Representation of the Turkish Cypriot 
community in the negotiations by its NGOs 
since the current leadership no longer 
represents the Turkish Cypriot community 
at large. 
 

 
* An urgent, comprehensive population 
census in northern Cyprus, under the  
close scrutiny and monitoring of interna-
tional observers, to establish the origins of 
the citizens living in this part. 
 
* The full demilitarization of the island as 
part of the solution  agreement, thus a 
schedule for the Turkish army's with-
drawal from the  island.  
 
We ask all concerned people globally to 
join our struggle and show  solidarity. This 
can be done in many ways such as by pub-
licizing our events and demands in the me-
dia, attending our events, organizing 
events in your region, putting your signa-
ture under our demands. Please visit our 
protests page for more information about 
this global coalition and sign our demands. 
 
 
 
To sign the petition, go to: 
 
 http://www.cyprusaction.org/signin 
 
 



What would you do if you were 
queen for a day?" 
If I was queen for a day, I would publicly, ceremoni-
cally resign in the name of democracy 
 
 What is your most treas-
ured possession? 
My interest towards people, new things, languages, 
and curiosity in general. 
 

Which of your charac-
ter traits would you 
change if you could? 
I would like to improve my attitude 
towards time – deadlines, punctuality, 
and I wish my “general biorhythm” 
could be more applicable to 
“normal” (everyday) life. 
 
 What do you re-
gard as the lowest 
depth of misery? 
Living without hope, goals and values. 
 
What is your idea of 
perfect happiness? 
Staying with FYEG for life and not because of the length 
of life ☺ . 
 
What is it that you most dislike? 
Senseless waste  of resources (money, energy, anything). 
 

What is your greatest 
fear? 
Any war, chauvinism, loneliness, lack 
of understanding. 
  
How would you like to 
die? 
A few years ago I thought I could 
imagine my death while scuba-diving 
in the bottom of a beautiful, colourful, 
lively sea. But now I just don’t want 
to die.  
 

 
 

What is your greatest regret? 
About myself? I’m sooo desperately weak in Maths and ra-
tional thinking.  
 
What would you order for your last 

meal on earth? 
Some Turkish food, preferably containing tomato.  
 

What is your favourite occupa-
tion? 
Being with my friends, travelling, read-
ing, enjoying music, spending time in a 
thermal bath… Possibly a combination 
of these ☺  
 
 Where would you 
like to live? 
Wherever, just to keep on moving from 
time to time. 
 
Which talent would 
you most like to have 
apart from the ones 
you already have? 
My naivety, if it’s a talent.  

 
 What would you like to be do-
ing in 10 years time? 
Something creative, interesting, and worthful, and be sur-
rounded by the people I like.  

What is it that you 
most value in your 
friends? 
That they are interesting and special in 
their own way, that we mutually respect 
each other. The closest ones are even 
reliable. 
 Who are your he-
roes/heroines in real 
life? 
My grandmother and Bronislaw Mali-
nowski, the father of cultural anthropol-
ogy. 

 
What is your motto? 

It’s never too late! 

Our queen for a day is: 
szabina kerenyi (FYEG Project co-ordinator) 

Szabina with Nolin, a feminist from  
Papua New Guinea on the Global  
Greens Meeting in Canberra (2001 April) 
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what’s happening around... 
world youth forum and world youth report 2003 
 
A short advance document, containing an evaluation of the World Youth Forum and an advance summary of 
the World Youth Report 2003 is to be discussed at the 41st session of the United Nations Commission for So-
cial Development, to take place from 10 to 21 February 2003. The official version will become available in all 
official United Nations languages by late January.  The evaluation report was compiled of a request by the 
United Nations Member States in resolution 56/117, and its findings are based on surveys of Dakar partici-
pants and Member States.  The full version of the World Youth Report is to be released in the course of next 
year.  Find the report at: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/report2003.pdf.  Youth at the United Nations, 
and links to the above at: http://www.un.org 
 
 

young people change the world! -  International Summer School for young  
activists  - 21st to 28th June 2003 at Atlantic College, South Wales, UK. 
 
The International Summer School will bring together 300 young activists aged between 16 and 25 with ex-
perience of undertaking practical action in their communities and an aspiration to share their ideas and 
achievements with young people from around the world, to enhance their skills in running a project, and with a 
desire to do more. These young people will come from over 60 youth organisations working in more than 20 
countries from around the world.  
The summer school will be held at Atlantic College in South Wales, which is an international sixth form col-
lege, set in a castle overlooking the sea and with facilities for outdoor activities (including rock climbing, ca-
noeing, swimming).  
For the summer school in 2003, we hope to develop some special themes, including: 
 Developing advocacy skills, Virtual volunteering projects which will link young people across the world. 
 Peace and reconciliation in the Middle East, which will build on work done in 2002, and collaboration in 
South Asia. 
The age range is 16 to 25, and accompanying adults will be asked to participate in the activities as well as 
keep an eye on the well-being of their group. Deadline for applications: 28th February 2003. 
For further information or to make a preliminary booking, please contact Michael Norton, Centre for Innova-
tion in Voluntary Action, 9 Mansfield Place, London NW3 1HS. 0044-20-7431 1412. 
<norton@civa.prestel.co.uk>. A Summer School Coordinator will be appointed from January 2003. 

 
what’s happening in member organisations... 
sumava project  
Michal Nekvasil [M.Nekvasil@seznam.cz] from Czech Republic has sent an update about the preparation of 
the Sumava Project and he said that “…it is well on the way - seems everything is going in the right direc-
tion!” 
He wrote that out of the eight countries which showed interest in the initial phase of the project, only 5 con-
firmed their participation.  These are Bulgaria, Germany, Malta, Sweden and Czech Republic.  They are still 
waiting for a reply from Finland, Ireland and Spain.   
Project financing - most of the project will be financed by the Youth program :  
The preparation meeting under Action 5 (deadline for submitting an application is 1 February), and the project 
itself submitted under Action 1 (deadline for the application is 1 April). 
A preliminary time and place for the prep team meeting is the 14th – 16th March in Prague but this has still to 
be discussed with the partners of the project. 

Michal also informed you that that have started working on a website for the project and that in the near future 
you will find all the information and news needed. 
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evs with grune jugend 
The German GRUENE JUGEND/green youth plans to become a host organisation for the European Volun-
tary Service of YOUTH FOR EUROPE. 
They  are looking for someone who wants to live for one year ( july 2003-june 2004) in Berlin and to work 
in the Gruene Jugend office on international work mainly.  The volunteer shall coordinate international ac-
tivities like election campaign for european parliament and our international congress in may 2004. 
 
Board and lodging will of course be paid for you as well as a language training. apart from that you will 
receive a kind of pocket money paid by YFE so if anyone of you would like to do that or if there is someone 
in your organisation, please contact Ska on tique007@web.de for further information! 

 

from marcus petz... 
UK Young Greens    
 
http://www.younggreens.org.uk/   
 
Young Greens  is for all members (or prospective members) of the  Green Party who are students or 26 and 
under. For more information contact Sally   on 0773 321 3797 or chair@younggreens.org.uk   
                 
Northern Ireland 
The Green Party of Northern Ireland invites interested activists, lobbyists/political advisors and potential 
members to The "Annual Green Gathering" of the Northern Ireland Greens at Queens University on  
Wednesday February 5 at 7:00 pm in Room 2.10 of the Peter Froggatt Centre, Queen's University, Belfast.
(Come into Queen's at the main entrance and ask at the door for the Peter Froggart Centre.) 
The meeting will be addressed by a number of representatives of the bGreen Party in the Republic of Ire-
land. 
Agenda:  
1) Explaining the electoral success of the Greens in the Republic of 
Ireland 
2) Political priorities for the Green Party of Northern Ireland 
3) The Assembly Elections 
 
Please pass the word to all who might be interested, 
Peter Emerson,Director, The de Borda Institute, 36 Ballysillan Road, Belfast  
BT14 7QQ, N Ireland Tel +44 (0)28 9071 1795 pemerson@deborda.org 
www.deborda.org 
 
Scotland 
A new Young Green co-ordinator has been appointed (hopefully there will be a chair there soon). He is 
simon byrom, 2 spring gardens, Edinburgh eh8 8hx Scotland email: roamingrickshaws@hotmail.com, or 
scotland@younggreens.org.uk may well reach him too. 
Turkey 
Filiz Bozkurt in Istanbul is in the process of forming a Green Organization  (as far as we know there is no 
extant Green Party nor Young Greens in Turkey). Please email her with any contacts, advice and support at  
filiz_bozkurt@hotmail.com. Or just to say Hi. 

 
fyeg 
 The Directorate of Youth and Sport (Strasbourg) will be holding language courses in 2003.   The new pro-
gramme aims to enable members of youth organisations to become more active in international youth work 
by improving their language and communication skills and to ensure language diversity in the context of 
European youth work. The new language course programme seeks to reinforce a “quality-profile” of partici-
pants ensuring that the language course will benefit the development of international youth work. Therefore 
the language courses are specifically designed and reserved for young people actively involved in youth 
work.  The selection is going to be rigourous so only committed persons need apply.  If interested, contact 
natalie@fyeg.org 
 
 

Page 15 



The language course programme will comprise: 
 

- 2 English courses (04 – 30 September 2003 and July 2003 – dates to be confirmed) 
- 1 French course (17 August – 13 September 2003) 
- 1 Russian course (27 July – 23 August 2003) 
- 1 German course (03 August – 30 August 2003) 
- 1 Spanish course (01 – 25 July 2003 – dates to be confirmed) 

1 Italian course (07 – 27 September 2003) – the implementation of the Italian language course will be 
confirmed in the official final information. 

 
 

international  
demonstrations 

 
15th February 2003 

 

no war  
on iraq  

 
 
 

 
At the European Social Forum, anti-war organisations in 11 European countries agreed to demon-
strate against Bush and Blair's war on the same day: 15 February 2003. A follow-up meeting in Co-
penhagen on 15 December agreed to co-ordinate European-wide action. In December a landmark 
conference in Cairo initiated a new International Campaign Against US Aggression on 
Iraq .   
We encourage people around the world to unite for a world-wide day of demonstrations on 15 Febru-
ary against the prospect of war. 
Luke Haywood wrote that for information about what is being organised in the UK, access:  www.no-
war-on-iraq.org and www.stopwar.org.uk.  If you need info about transport write to :  
coaches@stopwar.org.uk.  Sascha Bachmann wrote that the German Green Youth is appealing its 
members to go to Berlin. Some organisations in German states will organise buses or print posters 
and leaflets.  For more information and only if you can read German go to :  http://
www.15februar.de/laender_links.html.   
Bjørn Hugo Hokland wrote that Grønn Ungdom in Norway are going to participate in the demonstra-
tions against war in the mayor cities of Norway. 

federation of young  european greens  
european parliament 
spinelli 8 G 138   
rue wiertz 
b - 1047 brussels 
tel + 32 2 284 2440 
fax+ 32 2 284 92 73 
 
fyeg@fyeg.org      

        

fyeg_gender-l@listi.jpberlin.de 
fyeg_gen-l@listi.jpberlin.de 
fyeg_mos-l@listi.jpberlin.de 

 
        

We’re on the 
web!   

www.fyeg.org 
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